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Hymn Meditation 


AM I A SOLDIER OF THE CROSS? 





We may well ask ourselves this pertinent question, to search our own hearts and to see if we are 
standing the test of Christian discipleship. This hymn was placed at the close of a sermon on I Cor. 
16:13—Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” We hear far too much 
about fighting today, and there are not many militant hymns in our hymn books, but there is one 
thing we should always be ready to fight—that is evil; and there is one kind of soldier we should 
constantly train to be, that is a soldier of the Cross, if we are to help break the wicked enchantment 
of stn, for which purpose the Son of God came into the world—“to destroy the works of the devil.” 


—I John 3:8. 
Isaac Watts certainly inspires us with Christian courage in this fine hymn: 


“Am I a soldier of the cross, 
A follower of the Lamb? 
And shall I fear to own His cause, 
Or blush to speak His name?” 


Shall we sit back in comfort and safety while our missionaries endanger their lives? Are we 
too indifferent to spend time or money to learn of their needs, that we may pray for them and help 
relieve and sustain them in their sacrificing service for the cause of the gospel? Many church members 
know the names of more movie stars than the names of our missionaries, and the news of the daily 
papers more thoroughly than that of our own Church. Is it that we feel that our newspapers or 
magazines seem more necessary than the news of the Kingdom? Or have we forgotten the heroism 
of our home and foreign missionaries? Or have we forgotten Christ the lamb of God? 


“Must I be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the prize, 
And sailed through bloody seas?” 


We really need to do as David tells us in the Psalms, and search our hearts. “Search me, O God, 
and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting.” 


“Are there no foes for me to face? 
Must I not stem the flood? 
Is this vile world a friend to grace, 
To help me on to God?” 


We know there are “foes for us to face,” foes within ourselves and foes without, if we are to earn 
our right to heaven. We also know this world is not a friend to grace, and does not lead us on to 
God. We are not surprised when those out of Christ are indifferent about the things of the kingdom 
and fail to keep the Lord’s Day, but when Christian people are careless of their use of this sacred 
day—we are sure we need to fohe evil if we would reign through Christ. We need to have our cour- 
age increased that we may stand out for Christ in all the affairs of our lives. 


“Sure I must fight if I would reign; 
Increase my courage, Lord; 
I'll bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by Thy Word.” 


How can we be supported by His Word if we read or study it carelessly—irregularly? Daily 
we must go to Him through His Word and prayer that we may gain from Him new strength and 
courage to “fight the good fight of faith.” 

Sung to the tune of “Arlington,” this is one of the most inspiring of our hymns. 


Prepared by Mrs. S. B. Hoyt. 
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The Far Eastern Situation 


Nore: The following paragraphs are from an informal letter from our Executive Secretary, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 


ALL Have Nor WirHprawn 


Ir Is IMPORTANT TO COUNTERACT THE IDEA THAT 
seems to have gotten abroad that all of our mis- 
sionaries have withdrawn from our three Far Eastern 
fields. Actually I find that there are 71 still remain- 
ing on the field: 51 of these are in China, 6 in Korea 
and 14 in Japan. Of the 123 missionaries who have 
returned from these three fields to the United States 
since the first of October, 13 have reached the 
retiring age and would have been coming back to 
America within the next six months anyway; 39 are 
mothers who have brought their children back to 
this country; several others are in ill health; still 
others are back on regular furlough. After all of 
these groups are taken into account there are only 
31 missionaries among those who have returned to 
the United States whom we might call “employ- 
able.” It will be obvious too, that the group of 71 
who remain on the field represent a much larger 
part of our active missionary force than their 
numerical strength would indicate. 


Wuat or THos—E Wuo Have ReErurRNED? 


What is to happen to the relatively large company 
of missionaries that has come back to the United 
States? Let me say, first of all, that none of these 
missionaries will remain idle. All of them expect to 
continue in active service for the Church. We are 
already investigating the possibility of transferring 
some, at least temporarily, to other fields, such as 
Brazil, Africa, Mexico, West China, the Hawaiian 
Islands, the Pacific Coast, and to certain other specific 
areas where there is a concentration of the nationals 
among whom they have been working. For example, 
the 150,000 Japanese who live in the State of Sao 
Paulo in Brazil constitute a great challenge to some 
of our Japan missionaries who are now in the United 
States and cannot return to their own fields. 
Similarly, the large groups of Chinese, Koreans, and 
Japanese both in the Hawaiian Islands and on our 
Pacific Coast could easily absorb the energies of 
all missionaries from those countries. 

Others will find temporary employment here in 
the home field. We have had calls for the services 
of two nurses, one technician, three doctors, two 
assistant pastors, four home-mission workers, five 


stated supplies, and several other miscellaneous types 
of.home work, 


Ler Us User true Missionaries HERE 
Let the churches use the returned missionaries 


to an earnest supporter of foreign missions. This gives the latest information at the close of 1940—H.K.T. 
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that are near them, in their own localities, wherever 
they are found. Even though they are accepting 
positions and may be employed in various capacities, 
all of them will have at least some time they can 
devote to speaking here and there in the churches 
near-by. If some churches will simply claim the help 
and testimony of such missionaries as are in their 
communities, or not far away, I believe that there 
is a vast amount of good that could be done in 
this way. 
Whuy Tuey WITHDREW 


It is important that our people understand just 
why our missionaries felt it was wise to withdraw 
temporarily from their fields of work. These rea- 
sons were: 

1. The extraordinary pressure of the American 
consul or authorities in the Far East. Missionaries 
who have resided for 4o years in China have said 
that there is no parallel in their experiences to the 
insistence with which the diplomatic representatives 
of our government have urged the withdrawal of 
American citizens at this time. Not one telegram, 
but in many cases five or six telegrams were sent 
to missionaries urging their immediate withdrawal. 

2. The possibility of war and of internment in 
concentration camps. It was not the dread of the 
suffering or privation that they might experience in 
concentration camps that influenced the missionaries. 
They would have been willing to endure any amount 
of F peony suffering. But the point was that such 
suffering would have been utterly useless. In con- 
centration camps they would have had no oppor- 
tunity whatever to associate with the native people. 
They would have been cut off from all communica- 
tions. They would have been willing, any of them, 
to undergo the humiliation and dangers of such a life 
if by doing so they could have had an opportunity 
to continue their ministry to the people they went 
out to serve. But to be incarcerated to no purpose 
whatever seemed to them a useless procedure, 

3. In many localities (particularly in Korea) 
Christian work had been virtually estopped by the 
police. For example, in certain localities police have 
called on the missionaries, asking for the roll of all 
pupils attending Sunday school, also for the roll 
of church membership in all places of worship with 
which the missionary had any connection, The peo- 
ple named on these lists would then be subject to 
immediate persecution of some kind. In many cases 
they were simply paid a visit by the police or the 
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detectives, which in itself was enough to frighten 
some of them away from the church. In other cases 
people were imprisoned, sometimes tortured, and 
made to suffer in various ways. 

4. The fact that more and more the Christian 
activities were being made to conform to a national 
policy that was completely out of harmony with 
Christian principles. This was demanded as the price 
of continuance. 

5. The presence of the missionary in many cases 
had become a source of danger and persecution to 
the native Christians. This needs some explanation. 
The whole situation can best be understood, I think, 
by some such illustration as this. Let us suppose that 
all the Christian churches in your home town had 
German pastors, men who were very definitely of 
Nazi sympathy. Under the present state of mind of 
the people of the United States, you can easily see 
how people who frequented the churches in your 
town would soon bring some question upon them- 
selves. “Why,” the public would ask, “do these 
people attend these churches where German agents 
are spreading their propaganda abroad in our coun- 
try?” This is the situation that has developed in 
Japan. The officials over there have been very jittery 
for several years. More recently they have professed 
to see in such organizations as the Salvation Army 
clear indications of the military character and rela- 
tions of the Christian movement. Why do these men 
wear uniforms, hold offices, answer to such titles as 
“General,” “Colonel,” “Major,” and the like, unless 
they are actually military agents? These are some 
of the questions that have agitated the minds of 
government men in Japan. It is silly from our point 
of view for them to get excited over such a thing 
as this, and yet this is what happens when war fever 
and suspicion take hold of the psychology of a 


people. 
Wuat Has HAPPENED TO THE Work? 


Some people have jumped to the conclusion that 
since a large group of missionaries have withdrawn, 
the work in the Orient is finished. Nothing could 
be farther from the facts than this. In the first place, 
I find that all these missionaries are hoping and 
expecting to go back. They do not feel that the 
present interruption can last indefinitely. Of course 
no one can set a definite limit, but you will search 
far and wide to find a missionary who doesn’t expect 
to take up his post again in China, Japan, or Korea. 

In this day and time one must reckon with the 
native Christian churches. They have taken strong 
root in indigenous soil, they have their own life 
within them, and their own fruit is beginning to be 
manifest. They are still weak, and their growth can 
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be very much accelerated by the aid that missionaries 
can supply, but, if that aid is not available, it does 
not necessarily spell death or the end of the churches, 
It is true that these churches in the Orient are under 
tremendous persecution today. There will probably 
be thousands who will prove unequal to the test 
and will in one way or another perhaps be untrue 
to their faith. But this same thing happened during 
the persecutions of the Christians under the Roman 
emperors. For every one who met his death as a 
martyr in the arena, there must have been scores 
who did not have the courage to carry their faith 
that far. But we all know that the sequel of that 
story is, that while Rome is gone, the Christian 
church still lives. 


A TIME oF TESTING 


The mission field is too big for the enterprise to 
be seriously affected by the temporary closing of 
doors in one field or another, Unquestionably we 
are confronted by an unprecedented situation. Let 
us face it with courage. It is a time of testing. We 
shall come through this experience stronger than 
before, unless we are defeated by our own lack of 
vision and of faith, Sometimes I feel that through 
this experience God may be leading the churches 
of the Far East into a stronger faith and witness. 
Sometimes it takes experiences like this to bring out 
the self-reliance of a church and to develop its sense 
of responsibility. I am confident that out of it all 
there will come a stronger church and a more 
glorious day for Christian missions. 





Only Love Is Strong 


By BONNIE DAY 


Meet hate with hate, and you will build a wall 
Against which all your blows cannot prevail, 
Against which, impotent, your prayers all fall, 
And all your strength is spent to no avail. 


Meet hate with. love, the love that rests on all 
In equal blessing, whether friend or foe, 
And, lo! untouched the stubborn barriers fall 
As fell the tottering walls of Jericho. 


For love alone can vanquish every foe, 
And love alone avenges every wrong, 
And love alone can lay all barriers low. 
Hate is for weaklings. Only love is strong. 


(Copyright 1939, by Bonnie Day) 
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THE SUBJECT OF THIS SKETCH WAS BORN IN SELMA, 
Alabama, June 1, 1855, and passed to her heavenly 
reward, May 11, 1940, at the home of her son, Rev. 
J. Leighton Read, D.D., at Norman, Oklahoma. 
Mrs. Read was the daughter and granddaughter of 
Presbyterian ministers, therefore from childhood her 
environment and associations were with godly men 
and women, and during her long life her interests in 
life were more or less inseparably connected 
with the work of the church. Her father 
was Rev. Abner A. Porter of Charles- 
ton, S. C., and her mother was Miss 
Laleah Dinwiddie of Virginia. Her 
mother died when she was quite 
young, and she made her home 
for several years with an uncle 
in Georgia, who was also a 
minister. Dr, Porter married 
again, and soon after the Civil 
War was called to the South- 
ern Presbyterian church at 
Austin, Texas. Mrs. Read re- 
_ ceived her early education in 
private schools, and her higher 
education at Mary Baldwin 
Seminary, Staunton, Virginia. 
She was married in 1873 to 
Rev. J. J. Read, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Hous- 
ton, Texas. Mrs. Read’s background 
and training had prepared her in many 
ways for the exacting position of a city 
pastor’s wife. She was familiar with the his- 
tory and work of the Church, but early prejudices 
and practices of the Church against women speaking 
and praying in public had prevented any early train- 
ing along these lines. Moreover she was naturally 
diffident and retiring. 
When Mr. Read received a call from the Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions to take up work 
among the Indians in the Indian Territory, she gladly 
consented, In the winter of 1875-76 Mr. and Mrs. 
Read, with two small children, traveled in a wagon 
from Paris, Texas, a distance of 40 miles to Old 
Spencer Academy, in the Choctaw Nation. On the 
way they were caught in a severe snowstorm. The 
driver missed the road and night came on. But in the 
providence of God they finally found shelter in an 
Indian’s cabin, finishing the trip the next day. 
Spencer Academy, accommodating 60 boys, was 


"The above sketch is based largely on the copy furnished through 
the courtesy of the Presbyterian Foundation, Montreat, N. C. By 
request it was revised and enlarged by J. Leighton Read. 
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Mrs. Lillah Porter Read’ 








the outstanding boarding school in the Choctaw 
Nation. The Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions furnished and paid the superintendent and 
teachers, and the Choctaw Council supplied the 
money for the maintenance of the boys and the 
school as a whole. The budget for the school was 
about $10,000 per year. This money was paid in cash 
(usually gold) semi-annually by the Council to the 
superintendent, who had to be responsible 
for it until he could get to a bank. Once a 
superintendent was robbed by bandits 
of the entire amount. 
Reverend and Mrs, Read spent five 
years, the term of the contract, in 
arduous labor—days of mingled 
sorrow and joy, with many 
cares but not without many 
compensations. In 1881, the 
contract having expired, the 
Committee declined to renew 
the same with the Choctaw 
Council. Mr. Read’s health had 
not been good for some time, 
and he was glad to be released 
from the heavy responsibility. 
At his own request, he was 
commissioned by presbytery to 
undertake pioneer work among 
the Chickasaws, some 1oo miles 
northwest of Spencer Academy. 
Traveling in covered wagons, they set 
out toward their new and unknown field 
of labor. They stopped several weeks at Old 
Boggy Depot, until a suitable place could be found 
and definite arrangements made with the Chickasaws 
for the new mission station. Here they camped under 
the trees until a shelter could be built—a crude “box 
house,” with lumber hauled from Atoka, a distance 
of 25 miles. Later the “Mission Home” was com- 
pleted, which was to be “home” for Reverend and 
Mrs. Read during the rest of their natural lives. 
Isolated as she was, with no roads in the country 
worthy the name, and the only means of conveyance 
a farm wagon or on horseback, it was difficult in- 


deed to take much part in the missionary work, But. 


Mrs. Read often went to visit the sick or to help 
those in need, riding her faithful saddle horse, Beza, 
sometimes with a baby on her lap and the next older 
on behind. When it was impossible for her to do 
more, she was comforted by recalling the words of 
David, “But as his part is that goeth down to the 
battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the stuff.” 
(I Samuel 30:24.) Mr. Read was often away from 
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home for weeks at a time, sometimes having to leave 
wife and children alone, with the nearest white 
neighbors several miles away. Later, when an extra 
team and buggy or hack was available, she always 
took the children to the nearest Sunday school, 
usually playing the organ and teaching a class. 

It may be of interest here to mention two bits of 
history connected with the establishment of the post 
office at Wapanucka, with which Mrs. Read had an 
important part. When the petition was made for the 
post office, Mrs. Read said that by all means it should 
be named Wapanucka for the famous old Wapa- 
nucka (Rock) Academy, a Chickasaw boarding 
school established in that vicinity in 1858. Then, 
when it was proposed to move the post office to the 
Button Springs community (so named because of 
the peculiar formation of the limestone rocks around 
the spring), the Post Office Department had to 
know exactly how far this was from the nearest post 
office. There was no surveyor, but Mrs. Read offered 
the solution. Mr. and Mrs. Read tied a red cloth to 
their buggy wheel and she counted the revolutions 
between the proposed site and the town of Boggy 
Depot. Later, when the country was surveyed, it 
was found that Mrs. Read’s figures were as accurate 
as if the distance had been measured with a chain. 

In 1898 Mr. Read was called to his reward. By this 
time Mrs. Read’s part in the work seemed to be more 
among the white people; first in the Round Prairie 
Sunday school and church, five miles north of the 
“Mission Home” (over the roughest kind of a road), 
and then at Wapanucka, when the church was 
moved and a building erected there in 1893. Realiz- 
ing that there was still much work to be done, she 
accepted the position as teacher in the mission day- 
school, conducted in the Wapanucka Presbyterian 
Church. These neighborhood schools were estab- 
lished in needy communities to provide for the 
children of the increasing white population. In addi- 
tion to the regular subjects, daily instruction was 
given in the Bible and catechisms. 

When Durant Presbyterial was organized, it 
seemed the fulfilment of many hopes and prayers. 
Mrs. Read was elected secretary in 1904, serving two 
years. In 1908 she was elected president, and again in 

1909. Much prejudice existed among the older min- 
isters, and not a little opposition was encountered 
among the “Ladies Aid” and other societies already 
organized in the churches. Consequently little con- 
structive work could be done at first. It required 
much prayer and tactful, persistent effort to keep 
the boat from sinking. 

In 1912 the Women’s Synodical was organized, 
and Mrs. Read was elected Historian, but she soon 
found it necessary to resign to accept a teaching 
position in Arizona, near her daughter. In this great 
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Western state Mrs. Read spent seven useful years, 
where the spiritual need was even greater than that 
of capable school teachers. The untrained and spir- 
itually destitute children of mountain and desert 
were taught (as in the old “mission school”) “line 
upon line, precept upon precept; here a little and 
there a little,’ of the glorious truths of salvation. 
Sunday schools were established and carried on 
against great odds, but she felt that some seed was 
sown which will bring forth fruit unto life ever- 
lasting. 

Returning to the “Mission Home” near Wapa- 
nucka, she made a home with and for her youngest 
son, who was only four when his father was taken. 
As far as her strength would permit, she took an 
active part in the church at Wapanucka and main- 
tained a keen interest in the women’s work of the 
synod and of the church at large. Her later years 
were saddened by the loss of both her daughters. 
Her impaired eyesight deprived her of the privilege 
of reading. Never physically strong, the increasing 
infirmities of age were indeed “labor and sorrow,” 
but she did not complain. 

The greater part of the last two years were spent 
in the home of her son Leighton in Norman, Okla- 
homa. After only a brief illness (which was an an- 
swer to her prayer), her courageous spirit took its 
flight to the God who gave it. The frail temple of 
clay was laid to rest in the Wapanucka cemetery on 
“Mother’s Day,” to await the hour when “all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth; they that have done good unto the resurrec- 
tion of life.” 

She is survived by her four sons, fifteen grand- 
children, and seven great-grandchildren. 
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Note: In this article six women give answer to the 
pertinent question, “How Better Serve My Church?” 
each suggesting a definite way in which she feels 
one can better serve the Church: 


1. By Being a Christian First—Mrs. DeLoach 
Martin, Texas. 

2. By Keeping Informed and Helping Keep 
Others Informed—Mary Frances Lacey, 
Mississippi. 

3. By Leading the Church Membership to see 
and to meet the Challenge of Untouched 
Groups Close at Hand—Mrs. Wm. Neal, 
North Carolina. 


4. By Making My Home Christian and Church 
Centered—Mrs. Charles Pratt, Virginia. 

5. By Taking Christ and His Church Into My 
Business and Social World—Helen Enloe, 
Georgia. 


1. By Being a Christian First 


Worthy of our commendation are the many 
charitable deeds done by people who are not Chris- 
tians, but we know no one can truly serve Christ 
and His Church, without first having put his faith 
in Him as Saviour. Neither can one truly love the 
Lord without a desire to do something for Him. If 
the love of Christ constraineth us, we will find our 
place among the great host of Christians who go for- 
ward in His name and count it a privilege to be His 
co-laborers. John tells us in his first epistle (I John 
3:24b): “Hereby we know that he abideth in us, by 
the Spirit which he hath given us.” 

Not only do we have to be sure that we belong to 
Him, but, if our lives would truly count for Him, 
we must give Him first place in our lives. We re- 
member the words of God’s servant, Joshua, 
“Choose you this day whom ye will serve; . .. but as 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
Again, in I Thessalonians 1:9, “Ye turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God.” 

It would seem as the years pass that the world 
claims more and more of the time of our Christian 
women. Even many who love His will and His work 
are carried away by otherwise harmless pleasures 
and become too involved to heed the calls of the 
Church. One woman who was chosen as president 
of her auxiliary made this confession, as she ac- 
cepted, saying, “To think that God called for me 
and 1 was not ready! But with your prayers and 
His help I shall do my best.” In our willingness to 
turn our lives over to Him, He abundantly fits us 
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How Better Serve My Church 


for our places of service. We are called upon to 
abandon our petty aims and to lose ourselves in the 
glorious experience of serving Christ and His 
Church. 

The importance of choosing “first things” is made 
plain in I John 3:10, 16, 18. Our love for Christ is 
indeed measured by our service, but to use His own 
words, “As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me.” (John 15:4) 

Paul speaks of Christian life and service, admonish- 
ing “that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, whicl: is your reasonable 
service.” God does not expect more than a reasonable 
amount of our time, our talents, ourselves, but if we 
consecrate all we have to Him, if we “seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness,” He will add 
to our lives the joys that fill this life to the brim 
and reach over into eternity. 

In this day of uncertainty of world conditions, of 
wavering faith of world entanglements, we have 
happy confidence in the faithful performance of our 
Christian duties. We have the precious promise, “If 
any man serve me, him will my Father honor.” 
(John 12:26) We have the promise of the Holy 
Spirit’s power in service; we have the promise of 
life with Christ, “Lo, | am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” (Matt. 28:20) 

The most thrilling experience in life is to answer 
the call of Christ and serve Him through His church. 
For those who love Him there is no alternative but 
to invite others to share, too, the privileges of this 
fellowship. Untold happiness is found in this service. 
Thus it will continue as the years unfold. 


(Mrs. A. DeELoAcH) VERA Martin, 


Dallas, Texas 
* > * 


2. By Keeping Informed and Helping Keep 
Others Informed of Kingdom Work 


Being a Christian is necessarily a prerequisite to 
each means of serving one’s church. In secular or- 
ganizations it is often said, “Information is inspira- 
tion,” but in the church the writer firmly believes 
the inspiration must come first. Having been com- 
pletely identified with Christ and His Kingdom, and 
having accepted membership in His Church, the 
individual can better discharge her responsibilities 
and privileges as such by keeping informed of the 
program and activities of the Church and of all those 
who labor to bring in the Kingdom. 

The Church publications and attendance on 
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church services and activities are the best means of 
acquainting ourselves with the plan of work there. 
Interesting and adequate news of the church’s leader- 
ship and program, as well as much soul-feeding 
material, is found in the publications of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. Receiving the Christian Ob- 
server, the Presbyterian of the South, and the 
PRESBYTERIAN SuRVEY does something to one’s feel- 
ing about one’s Church and matters pertaining to 
one’s own vital religious life. Necessarily these must 
be read carefully, and, to complete the interest, the 
information attained must be carried over into our 
part of the activities of the local church program. 

The work of other Christian churches and or- 
ganizations may be followed through the news- 
papers and association with members. This is im- 
portant because the bringing about of the Kingdom 
of God will not be accomplished by one group 
working alone, and in order to combine our efforts 
with those of other groups who are diligently seek- 


ing the same goal, we must maintain an interested, : 


intelligent knowledge of their work. 

The purposes and results of being informed are 
manifold. First of all, as Christians we are concerned 
for every indication of progress. We not only thrill 
over each achievement on home and foreign fields, 
but our faith is strengthened and we are enabled to 
push our own efforts out further. These efforts can 
in this way be more intelligently directed to play 
necessary roles in the total Church program. Great 
joy is found in the sharing of this knowledge with 
fellow Christians. Christian fellowship is the sweetest 
human experience, and certainly a major topic in 
a conversation among Christians should be the work 
in — to further the cause of Christ. 

ristians are always on the alert for ways of 
interesting those who are not now in the Christian 


_ fellowship. Oftentimes these people are impressed 


and reached by the fact that Christians are taking 
seriously and intelligently the business of being 
Christians. We should not neglect this possibility. 

The leadership of Christian work is encouraged 
and strengthened by the informed, interested at- 
titude of the lay members. We can “hold up their 
hands” if we know them and their task. 

No real Christian can accumulate this knowledge 
selfishly. Each new item will create a desire to tell 
somebody else, and in ordinary conversation we can 
pass along the news and information that will enrich 
another’s thinking. We can include the information 
in the program and activities of the Church groups 
for which we all are partially responsible. The most 
vital and fruitful way of sharing this rich store of 
knowledge is to act upon it. Simple actual examples 
are: to influence somebody else to subscribe to our 
Church publications, to ear and urge others to 
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observe special seasons of prayer and study, to con- 
tribute generously and prayerfully to calls for vari- 
ous causes, to remember in our meditations and 
prayers the activities under way; and in other ways 
to be loyal to Christ and His church. 

The plea of this message is that each Christian 
may establish the habit of securing and thoroughly 
considering the information about the Church and 
related Christian activities, and thus enrich her life 
and channels of service. A deep and abiding personal 
interest in the cause of Christ here on earth can be 
assured and a great measure of satisfaction obtained 
by knowing and sharing our knowledge of Kingdom 
work. 

Mary Frances LAcey, 


Jackson, Mississippi 


* * * 


3. By Leading the Church Membership to See 
and to Meet the Challenge of Untouched 
Groups Close at Hand 


“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.” 
Therein lies a command that we as Christians can- 
not side-step, nor can we ignore the dire warning 
uttered centuries before by the — Amos, 
“Woe unto them that are at ease in Zion.” In a day 
when most of the world’s population is suffering 
hardships and trials that we know not of, have we 
any right, we who live in a Christian country, to 
appropriate happiness to ourselves, and to accept our 
peace and prosperity as a just desert? We cannot 
be at ease in Zion and call ourselves Christians. 
Our religion is one of action. Christ was a man of 
action. He came “not to be ministered unto but to 
minister.” We cannot sit idly by, enjoying the 
benefits of a Christian community, without con- 
tributing our part toward Christian service. 

What is that part? That question must be an- 
swered conscientiously by the individual, and in this 
instance by the individual woman in the auxiliary. 
She alone knows her talent or capacity for service, 
and knows whether or not she is giving to the 
utmost of her ability. 

There are many, many ways in which we can be 
of help to the church, besides service within the 
auxiliary itself. There are many people less privileged 
and outside the membership of the church who need 
the touch of a friendly hand. If we are blind to that 
need, pray God that our eyes may be opened to 
see our responsibility and meet it. 

1. There are newcomers in town to whom a tact- 
ful word of friendly interest would be as food to 
a starving man. There are mothers of families who 
have no servant, and hence little time or strength 
to go out and make friends. 
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2. There are shut-ins and sick in families who 
cannot afford nursing care, and to whom a visit 
means not only a ray of light to the invalid but per- 
haps a welcome breathing spell to the over-burdened 
family. 

3. There are community projects which need 
Christian leadership and must depend greatly on 
volunteer service; such as, Community Chest and 
Red Cross, the latter in particular need of willing 
hands during the dark days of war. 

4. There are mission projects in every community 
which cannot function effectively without volun- 
teer service; such as, work among foreign-speaking 
people in our larger cities; work among industrial 
settlements in manufacturing towns; work amon 
our great Negro population, both urban and rural— 
of vast importance in our Southland, where much 
could be done toward promoting a better under- 
standing between the races through Christian toler- 
ance and Christian service. 

In brief, these and other projects offer a wide 
field of service, and many channels through which 
various types of talent may be used. Where the gift 
of oratory may be lacking to fill one need, a pair of 
strong and willing hands may fill still another one. 
And, in the doing, there invariably follows a greater 
blessing to the one who serves, for in the gift of time 
or talent, as in that of money or material goods, 
truly, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 


(Mrs. WM.) JEANNETTE ARCHER NEAL, 


Winston-Salem, N.C. 
* * * 
4. By Making My Home Christian and Church- 


centered 


1. What Our Homes are: 


Home is the laboratory of the Christian faith—the 
place where the principles and preaching of churches 
are tried out, and, as in a laboratory, if the formula 
is glanced at only perfunctorily, hastily, just any 
ingredients gathered together, the experiment is not 
a success, 

It is hard to remember that our homes always 
reflect our church and our faith even at odd 
moments when a beggar or a salesman comes to 
the door. It is not buying that counts, we follow 
a Man who must have had very little money with 
which to buy from peddlers, yet who must have 
spoken gently to them. Sometimes we do not re- 
member that our homes reflect our church when 
We are paying our cook on Saturday night. 

In more intangible ways, harder to define, our 
homes reflect our faith in God,—in their orderli- 
Ness, neatness, beauty, emphases. 
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2. Bringing the Church into the Home: 


Our homes can be a tool of the church, A strug- 
gling Workers’ Conference will find it easier to 
exist if it is entertained in the homes of its mem- 
bers rather than having a more formal meeting at 
the church. (For the smaller church, this renders a 
real service also in solving the heat and light prob- 
lem.) And we need not be ashamed of using food— 
that common denominator of us all—to make friends 
for the Lord. Christ set for us an example of making 
friends about the table. 


3. Bringing the Home into the Church: 


The following idea was once planned in a small 
town where there was not enough social outlet, not 
enough seeing of friends among church people. The 
church was opened twice a month, to a group of 
about twenty people. 

A simple “codperative” supper was served, and a 
leader for a discussion was secured. Sometimes it was 
international relations. Again an electrician would be 
asked to talk on simple home wiring. It was a sort 
of “family night” in which families were invited to 
bring their homes into the church, to enjoy friend- 
ships and stimulation of sharing with each other an 
special knowledge or skill. It seems worthwhile to 
try some such plan to help answer the problem, 
resulting from the convictions some people have that 
“There’s nothing to do here but drink and play 
bridge for penny stakes.” 

As has been said before now, the basis of Chris- 
tian life 1s the family. Sunday schools are weak be- 
cause homes do not consider attendance there im- 
portant. 

The family routine is so often the worst enemy 
of the church. And these are details which mothers 
can control—not like the international situation or 
the solar system. 

Is breakfast too late on Sunday mornings for the 
children to get to Sunday school? 

Does preparing the biggest meal of the week 
keep the housekeeper from church herself? It takes 
courage to announce that Sunday dinner will be 
at night, or on Saturday, or some other convenient 
time, but it can be done, if bringing the whole 
family into the church is considered of sufficient 
importance. 

Do week-end guests frequently interfere with the 
whole family’s attending church? Should we not do 
them the courtesy of introducing them to our best 
Friend, by bringing them along to church too? 

It is not always easy to bring our home into the 
church as any housekeeper knows. But only as each 
member of the family seeks to learn and practice 
carefully the principles of the experiment of Chris- 
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tian living, as these are tried out in the home- 
laboratory will the experiment succeed. 


(Mrs. Cuas.) SARAH LANE PRATT, 
Williamsburg, Va. 


* * * 


5. By Taking Christ and His Church into my 
Business and Social World 


“Every church member has a message to tell; tell 
it your own way, and in your own time, but tell it.” 
However trite it may be to say that someone needs 
our particular message, it is =o true. 

Some people never go to church, never read the 
Bible. They know Christ only as they see Him 
revealed in lives of those whom they meet, whether 
it be in an office or in a traffic jam; at a tea table or 
at a soda fount. Of the many ways by which Christ 
may be shared with them, three are indicated, as 
follows: 

A teacher in a summer-school class perceived some 
spiritual longing in remarks made by the instructor. 
She wrote a note, telling of her own feeling about 
God and of how it has been fostered in her family 
life. The letter was deeply appreciated, though its 
effect belongs to the things the writer may never 
know. Yet her prayers for the instructor continue. 

Much giving is kept secret, but it may be witness- 
ing for Christ to share some of our experiences. A 
girl made a talk to a group of women telling why she 
was thankful for a church circle. She said, “There 
are many ways in which this circle has helped me, 
yet I have time for only one, so I choose tithing.” 
A chance remark of another circle member had made 
her think of it, till she decided to begin. She now 
tells others of the joy tithing has brought her. 

There are things which we especially enjoy doing, 
and things which our special work qualifies us to do 
well, One woman loves her large flower garden. 
She —_— regularly to a friend, who visits in the 
name of the church, flowers to be given during these 
visits. Another woman is a nurse. Sometimes she 
must sit for long hours when it is better for her 
hands to be occupied. Her Sunday-school class 
bought wool to be made into an afghan for an 
orphanage. The covering over some baby there now 
bears witness to the skill in her hands and the love in 
her heart. 

All these things, telling others of Christ, giving 
of our substance, and using our talents for Him, are 
taking Christ and the church into our daily life. Paul 
says, however, that speaking, giving, and working 
may be empty gestures unless certain qualities of the 
spirit attend them. These qualities should enter into 
our lives from the time we rise in the morning till 
we rest at night, whether we are with Christians or 
non-Christians. 


There is patience, being able to give and take; 
going the second mile, Christ Lg it. There is fair- 


ness and giving value received in our work and in 
other human relations. There is thoughtfulness, 
pleasantness, and courtesy; with self-control, and 
not letting an uncontrolled tongue undo all we might 
otherwise accomplish; courage to hold to principles 
when others let go. Appreciation may put a song 
of joy in some heart because of the thanks we took 
time to express. And our own faith may help to lift 
the troubles of someone else. 

Christians naturally look to each other for so many 
things, but there are many things which non-Chris- 
tians seek in us, perhaps when we least expect it. 
Annie Johnson Flint has expressed it: 

“We are the only Bible 
The careless world will read; 
We are the sinner’s gospel, 
We are the scoffer’s creed.” 
HELEN EN Log, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Would that each person who reads this article 
may get a vision of how he or she may better serve 
the church. 


Topic for March Round Table Discussion 





Prayer Petitions 


“And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase 
our faith.” Luke 17:5. 


Let us include in our praying this month the 
following petitions: 


That as Christians we may prove our faith in God 
by quiet and confident lives of daily trust, even 
though the outlook be dark. 

That the people of our Church, throughout the 
season of special evangelistic emphasis, may 
increase their efforts to reach and lead to faith 
in Christ those all about us who are outside of 
the Kingdom of God. 

That the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Mis- 
sions, February 2—8, may be observed through- 
out our Church, and result in lives of deeper 
consecration to Christ, and more substantial 
giving to the support of the mission enterprise 
of our Church. 

That the World Day of Prayer, February 28, may 
be a day of great spiritual blessing and en- 
couragement to Christians around the world; 
that as we of every nation pray, “Thy King- 
dom Come,” we may truly move nearer to His 
established Kingdom of righteousness and peace. 
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RECENT MONTHS HAVE WITNESSED AN UNPRECEDENTED 
volume of interest in the other Americas on the part 
of those who live in North America. International 
events have produced a certain apprehension, border- 
ing, at times, on alarm, and many people realize that 
the security of the United States is bound up in some 
way with that of Latin America. Our neighbors to 
the south would like to feel that they could rely on 
the power of this country to defend them in the 
hour of need. 

The press, magazine articles, and the radio, all are 
trying to keep our minds tuned in to Latin America, 
and the headlines run from destroyer-base deals to 
the Canadian-United States Defense Board, from 
naval and air bases in Latin America to Fifth Column 
activity, and from economic measures to try to solve 
some of the unsolvable problems of inter-American 
trade to efforts to foster better cultural relations 
between North and South America. 

The church even is aware of an unusual interest in 
Latin America, but we scarcely know how to use it 
to advantage—not to the advantage of the church 
but for the spread of Christ’s Kingdom, Can we 
issue such a challenge to the people of this country 
that they will become fully convinced that we must 
not only think of economic and cultural relations 
with Latin America but also of the supreme impor- 
tance of spiritual relations—that spiritual defense is 
more vital than physical defense and that Christian 
bases are more needed than naval bases? 

As we face the Americas we see two distinct 
civilizations and cultures—different languages and 
races, different temperaments, widely separated cus- 
toms and ways of doing things, and yet there is a 
bond of unity in the love of peace and independence. 
This, however, is not enough. Have not the people 
in Europe with the same ideals succumbed before 





*Mr. W. Stanley Rycroft, the new Executive Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Codperation in Latin America, was born in Lancashire, 
England, of Wesleyan parentage. His father was, for more than 
thirty years, a lay preacher in the Wesleyan Church. He served in 
the British air force in the War of 1914 to 1918, was shot down 
twice and once collided in the air and fell, escaping without injury 
twice and was badly wounded another time. He was graduated 
from the University at Liverpool in 1922. He was a Student Volun- 
teer for Foreign Missions and wanted to go to China. Dr. John 
Mackay persuaded him to go as a missionary teacher to Lima, 
Peru, under the Free Church of Scotland. There he was a teacher 
for many years, and was vice-principal from 1926 to 1939, when 
he left to take up this new work. He took his Ph.D. at Lima 
University, and was also professor of English there. Lima University 


is the oldest in the Americas. 
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Facing the Americas 


By W. STANLEY RYCROPT, Pu.D.* 


the onslaught of 
violence and sci- 
entific tyranny? 
France, which 
possessed one of 
the best armies 
in Europe, col- 
lapsed because 
her people had 
lost faith in its 
own destiny and 
its own way of 
life. 

There is one 
thing that could 
unite the Americas more than anything else, at this 
time, and that is a belief in a common destiny or a 
faith in a common way of life, the democratic way. 

The Latin American countries are not democracies 
such as our nation. Political independence was un- 
able to guarantee the growth and spread of demo- 
cracy, because forms of government do not over- 
rule the will of the individual nor greatly influence 
his motivation and his actions. Water never rises 
higher than its source, except under pressure and 
it is said that a people gets the kind of government 
it deserves in the long run. Democracy, however, is 
something more than a political concept or a form 
of government, though this may be implied. Democ- 
racy is a product of Christianity, for at the heart 
of it are certain fundamental Christian conceptions, 
such as the essential dignity and worth of every man 
as an individual, that in the measure that a man is 
free so is he responsible and accountable for his 
actions, and that men must respect the rights of 
others. To these may be added another principle 
which in early Christianity was as revolutionary as 
any that ever appeared in history, namely, that all 
men are equal in the sight of God, that differences 
of race and color and social position are really not 
fundamental. 

Democracy is the product of New ‘Testament 
Christianity and, later on, of the re-discovery of this 
at the Reformation. The classic tradition did not 
produce real democracy either in Greece or in 
Rome, and, although Christianity spread to the 
Latin countries before the Anglo-Saxon countries, 
yet paganism did not die in the former. The Renais- 
sance resurrected pagan art and pagan customs as 





Dr. W. Stanley Rycroft 


59. 





























well as pagan political institutions. At the same time 
the writings oF the great Spanish mystics show how 
near Spain must have been at one time to a spiritual 
re-birth such as took place in the north of Europe. 
The Counter-Reformation, the Inquisition, and the 
Renaissance, had their share in shaping the mind and 
soul of Spain at the time of the conquest of South 
America. The tragedy of Spain became the tragedy 
of Latin America. How different would have been 
the history of Latin American countries if the “other 
Spanish Christ” had gone there! The Reformation 
never reached Latin America, and its cultural ideas 
have been those of classicism and the Renaissance. 

Protestant Christianity has always tended to place 
emphasis on three things: personal religion, popular 
education, and the accessibility of the Bible to the 
common people. By personal religion is meant that 
intimate relation between man and God, based on 
the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, and 
which is incompatible with the mediation of an 
earthly priesthood. This is intimately connected with 
the development of personality and individual self- 
culture and responsibility, Religion has not meant 
this in Latin America, because the Christ who is 
worshipped there is either a babe, the symbol of 
helplessness, or a dead Christ, the object of pity. 
The living, transforming Christ who walked the 
shore of Galilee and spoke to men about the eternal 
verities is unknown. The Christ of Spanish America 
is a Christ who was born and died, but who never 
lived. 

The Christian forces of North America have a 
great contribution to make to the civilization whose 
foundations are being laid now. At a time like this, 
when the very tragedy of the hour and the bank- 
ruptcy of man-made institutions are almost obliging 
men to seek for the deeper meaning of life, the 
challenge and the opportunity before the Christian 
forces are such as to command earnest attention. 

As a mission field, Latin America has been largely 
a neglected area. A study of the statistics shows that 
something like seven per cent of the missionary 
forces of the Protestant Churches of North America 


have gone to Latin America, compared with 24% 
to India, and 23% to China. Of course the population 
of these two areas is much larger than that of Latin 
America with its 125 millions, but then, other forces 
are working in much greater numbers from other 
countries in India and China. 

Mission work, however, cannot be assessed or 
valued in terms of money or figures. The contribu- 
tion of Evangelical Christianity to Latin America 
has been significant and timely. Who can measure 
the influence and example of Protestant educational 
institutions throughout the continent? Many pages 
could be written on the way they have changed the 
atmosphere in a country; how, with their liberalizing 
influence, they have prepared the way for the spread 
of the gospel, besides sending out into life men and 
women with new attitudes and high resolves. In 
some countries more than others they are to be 
found today in the Evangelical Churches. Who can 
estimate the value of Bible distribution in lands 
which for centuries never knew or even saw the 
Holy Scriptures? Who can tell how God is using 
men and women as they tend to the sick as doctors 
and nurses in the name of Christ, or preach the 
Word of life to those who have never heard of 
Christ as Saviour and Friend? But only a beginning 
has been made. The call is to strengthen the Chris- 
tian forces in these lands. Even in Brazil, where 
there are more national churches than anywhere else, 
they are asking for more missionaries to help in the 
great task of taking the gospel to the people of the 
West in the vast interior of that country. There are 
large areas where missionary work has never been 
undertaken, and there are groups of students in the 
universities of all the capitals among whom no Chris- 
tian work is being done. 

As we face the Americas we must think not only 
of the problems of trade and cultural relations, but 
also of the deep fundamental needs of the spirit. 
Unity and solidarity in the Americas can never be 
achieved on the material level alone. Life, if it is to 
mean anything at all, must be lived on a higher 
plane. 





ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1939—January 1, 1940.... 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1940—January 1, 1941. ... 


*Decrease for nine months. 


*No self-denial offering in fall of 1940. 
Joint mission season in February of 1941. 


aioe $174,664.97 
te 134,871.15 


.. .§ 39,793.82 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Receipts—April 1, 1939—January 1, 1940........................ $284,368.03 
Receipts—April 1, 1940—January 1, 1941....................... 305,393.94 


Increase for nine months... . 
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Who HAS NOT WARMED TO THE IDEA OF SEEING REAL 
Indians, many of them, in the region where they 
live? How interesting the books one reads about 
them! How many questions arise when one con- 
siders them, their origin, their past history, their 
utensils, their habits of life, their hopes and fears, 
their religious beliefs and practices. 

Out in southern Matto Grosso, I saw many of 
them, visited in their humble homes (which usually 
are grass-covered walls and roofs) out in the woods, 
talked with some of them who could understand a 
little Portuguese. I listened to their own language, 
the Guarani, and even learned a few words and 
phrases. A local chief presented me with a bow and 
a set of typical arrows, as well as some other in- 
teresting objects. 

The missionary teachers and I went on horseback 
out into the deep woods one Wednesday afternoon 
for a service of worship with our Indian friends, 
where verdant forests with their age-old giant trees 
declare the glory of God. There were about one 
hundred and fifty Indians gathered under the open 
grass-covered shed, built by their own hands, with 
no little care and pride, as their place of worship. 
Regular services and a Sunday school are held 
there. I read a portion of the Gospel in Portuguese. 
A companion read the same passage in Guarani. 
We sang hymns, recited familiar verses from the 
Scriptures, and prayed together. Then I preached 
to them, one of the teachers translating the sermon 
into their own tongue. It was a novel experience. 





"Rev. Frank F, Baker, D.D., is President of Instituto Gammon at 
Lavras, E. de Minas, East Brazil Mission, 
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For Such 
As These 


By FRANK F. BAKER* 


Left—One of our missionary teachers, Miss Elda Emerich, 


with two little orphan Indians she is mothering 


Below—Friends found by Dr. Baker in a remote district. The 
tree is the famous Paraguayan tea, native to Matto Grosso. It 
is a beautiful tree, very lucrative to those who care for it 
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Dr. Baker and his trusty (?) Ford, no windshield, no brakes, top like a sieve. In it they traveled 70 miles through 
dense jungle, crossing on bridges like the one below 


Could I speak to them in a manner they would 
understand? What should be the theme? This latter 
was not difficult. I would tell them about my Savi- 
our, Jesus the Friend of Sinners, my Friend and 
theirs. They listened attentively. I shall not see them 
again, perhaps, but I shall cherish long my experience 
of telling simply as I could the old story of Jesus 
and His love to these dark-skinned children of the 
forest in far away southern Matto Grosso. 

In that sea of upturned faces was one to which 
my eyes turned again and again. It was the at- 
tractive face of a young Indian mother, with a little 
child in her arms. A serene, calm, lovely countenance 
was hers, and I whispered within my own heart, 
“This is a living picture of an Indian Madonna that 
I shall gratefully remember through the passing 
years.” 

As I observed the life and lot of these likable folk 
of the woods, I thought how sad is the condition of 
women and little children where the gracious, up- 
lifting influences of the gospel have not yet come. 
They seem to suffer more than men and boys, and 
therefore would appear to be more indebted to it. 

So, quite in keeping with the genius of the gospel, 
there has been builded out there on the very fringe 
of the forest an orphanage to succor and cherish 
little children in Christ’s name. They call this in- 
stitution by the sonorous name “Nanderoga,” which 
means “our house.” There were about twenty little 
folk gathered into its embrace when I was there. 
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Let me tell you the moving story of one little fellow 
[| met and held in my arms. 

It was evening time at the Mission. One of the 
teachers, after a full day of varied activities, was re- 
clining in the window, dreaming no doubt, wor- 
shipping, watching the lighting of God’s lamps 
throughout the skies. Suddenly, and almost un- 
observed, a figure drew nigh out of the growing 
shadows. It was that of a woman. She held a small 
bundle in her hands. And this she placed in the 
missionary’s arms, without uttering a word, then, as 
silently as she had come, she went away again into 
the darkness of the night. 

Removing the dirty, filthy wrappings from the 
bundle, the young woman discovered, to her dismay, 
a newborn Indian baby boy, two or three days old. 
He was unwashed and covered with sores. The 
teacher tenderly pressed the little mite to her heart, 
called to her companions to warm some water for 
a bath. Then little Japy was dressed in warm soft 


clothing, was given a few drops of warm milk, and 
placed in a clean bed to sleep. The little Indian 
orphan must have smiled up into the face of God 
as he dreamed of a new mother and new home he 
had found out on the fringe of the woods. Thus, in 
our day, these faithful missionaries, of noble lineage 
indeed, out for Christ on that supreme quest, living 
among these neglected scattered children of the deep 
woods, are clothing little orphan Indians in the 
beautiful garments of Christian charity. The im- 
mortal words of the Master are finding abundant 
fulfillment out in those faraway reaches of Brazil: 
“Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.” 
And so I came back from the “Selvas” with a 
song in my heart, rejoicing that I had seen and heard 
and felt so much. There is still power and daring 
in the followers of Christ. The gospel is indeed the 
power of God unto salvation to all who will believe, 
even among the Cayua Indians. 





RECENTLY IN New York City THE COMMITTEE ON 
Coéperation in Latin America held its twenty- 
fourth annual meeting. This is the agency through 
which the Evangelical Churches of North America 
have codperated since 1916 to build new national 
churches in the Latin American lands and to keep 
the North American church constituency informed 
of conditions related to their missionary enterprise 
in that area. At the gathering in New York there 
were present missionaries from Argentina, Cuba, 
Uruguay, Chile, Colombia, Peru, Mexico and Brazil. 
The two-day session was characterized by repeated, 
strong pleas by many well-informed leaders for the 
immediate expansion of the Evangelical Churches’ 
program in Latin America. 

Dr. John R. Mott and Dr. W. Stanley Rycroft, 
who had just returned from extended visits to Mex- 
ico, the West Indies and Eastern South America, 
urged upon the American mission boards repre- 
sentatives the opportunities that lie before the Chris- 
tian Church in helping these young nations to de- 
velop an adequate Christian ministry, an effective 
Christian literature, and an unselfish Christian serv- 
ice at a moment in their history when confusion of 
many sorts of destructive propaganda menaces 
future harmony on the Western Hemisphere. 

Last spring the Pan-American Union celebrated 
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A New Era of Christian Codéperation 
In Latin America 


half a century’s endeavor through Pan-American 
Conferences and other means to bring mutual trust 
and friendly international relations on the American 
Continents. The Committee on Codperation in Latin 
America has worked unceasingly for half that period 
to stimulate the Evangelical Church at home and in 
Latin America to a realization of the importance of 
mutual trust and helpfulness. For many of these 
nations half or even a quarter of a century represents 
a considerable portion of their national life, so that 
these influences for better understanding are now 
proving the foresight of their initiators. 

The Evangelical Church, then, as well as the 
American Governments, has an organized medium 
of codrdination as it prepares to move forward in 
face of new situations in these twenty republics. 
Activities of the Committee in the past have been 
guided by leaders well known to the American 
church constituency, such as Robert E. Speer, 
Samuel G. Inman, and Ralph E. Diffendorfer. At the 
beginning of 1940 a new Executive Secretary, Dr. 
W. S. Rycroft, formerly of Lima, Peru, was called 
to the Committee’s service, and at its September 
meeting the Committee elected as Chairman, Dr. 
Alfred W. Wasson, Associate Secretary in the Divi- 
sion of Foreign Work of the newly united Methodist 

(Continued on page 81) 
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Heartening News from East Brazil 


By LAWRENCE G. CALHOUN* 


ONE CANNOT BEGIN TO TALK TO ANOTHER, OR WRITE 
to a friend, without having his thoughts turn to the 
extremely unsettled world in which we live today. 
As I have turned things over in my mind, the only 
solution which satisfies is that which we find in the 
Prophecy of Habakkuk, namely “The just shall live 
by faith.” With this thought to strengthen our 
hearts we face the future unafraid. 

A number of things of interest have recently taken 
place within the bounds of our Mission. The con- 
struction of two new school buildings, one here in 
Lavras, and the other in Campo Bello, were out- 
standing events. The dedication of the building in 
Campo Bello was of special interest because it 
marked the twentieth anniversary of the opening of 
the school work there. On that occasion we had the 
pleasure of having with us Miss Ruth B. See, who 
began the work. She spoke very feelingly of the first 
years of the work. Others who played a large part 
in that work were also present, among them one of 
our veteran missionaries in Brazil, for whom the 
school is named, Mrs. H. G. Armstrong. 

On the eve of my visit to Campo Bello I read a 
most interesting article that had been published in 
the Campo Bello paper upon the occasion of the 
visit of Dr. Gammon to that city in December 1896. 
I shall not transcribe the article, but only say that it 
was a strong criticism of the work which Dr. Gam- 
mon was doing in the preaching of the gospel and 
an invitation to him to go elsewhere. Yet after 43 
years the town has a nice Presbyterian Church com- 
posed of the better folk of the town. The school is 
well patronized and is growing. The mayor of the 
city is a fine Christian elder who is not ashamed of 
Jesus Christ. 

The progress of the gospel is strikingly shown 
by another incident which recently came to my at- 
tention. Let me say before citing the incident that 
my own personal attitude is that we should present 
a positive Christian religion rather than a critical 
attitude toward those whose creed is that of the 
dominant church in Brazil—Roman Catholicism. 
Before the removal of our school from Bom Suc- 
cesso, because of the earthquakes there, the building 
was bombed by the enemies of the work. The Cath- 
olic priest, as so often happens, was involved in the 
incident. Well, this year the nephew of the lawyer 


*Rev. L. G. Calhoun is Vice-President of Instituto Gammon and 
secretary of the East Brazil Mission. He is located at Lavras, E. de 
Minas, Brazil. 
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who defended the priest, was matriculated in Gam- 
mon Institute. Thus once again the gospel has per- 
meated the world in which we live. 

Another phase of the work which heartens me 
personally was brought to mind not long ago when 
I recalled that at least four of our graduates are, or 
have been, actively engaged in the preparation of the 
Sunday School Lessons, which are prepared by the 
National Council of Religious Education for the use 
of all codperating bodies. Another minister, who is 
now the Professor of Religious Education in the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, was for years 
pastor of the local church and coéperated with us in 
the organization of the Sunday School here, making 
it one of the best in Brazil. 

On the oth of April a signal honor was bestowed 
upon one of our former missionaries, Mr. Benjamin 
H. Hunnicutt, now President of MacKenzie College 
in S. Paulo. He was decorated by the President of 
Brazil, with the National Order of the Southern 
Cross, for his valuable service in education in Brazil. 
All of us shared in the reflected glory of this honor 
bestowed on a former co-worker and warm personal 
friend. 

A new feature of the work has recently opened 
up to us here in Lavras. As you know, I am sure, we 
work in close codperation with the missionaries of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. Not long ago | 
wrote of the great Pan-Presbyterian meeting which 
was held here in Lavras in December, 1938. It has 
been decided that there should be set up a Language 
School in this city, where all new Presbyterian mis- 
sionaries could spend a year devoting themselves en- 
tirely to language study. It was our privilege to have 
in our home as our guests for a while the first couple 
to come out under the new plan, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Robert Lodwick of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. A. There will be others before long. The pres- 
ence in our midst of missionaries of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A. will serve to strengthen the bond of 
fellowship between our churches so that we may 
present a common front against the evil one. We are 
looking forward to the pleasure of having some new 
recruits for our own Mission soon. 

In closing, let me say a word about our annual 
conference for layworkers which is always held here 
at Gammon Institute during the June holidays. This 
year was no exception. The attendance was splendid 
and the quality of both delegates and faculty was 
very good. In this way the equipment of Gammon 
Institute continues to broaden its influence beyond 
the immediate bounds of class-room and the scho- 
lastic year. 
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Typical rural Mexican family 


Home to His Mountain—and How! 


“Mr. JAMES AND Miss MARGARET, MY BELOVED 
brethren. This goes to salute you affectionately and 
also Lolita [our cook], the woman made of honey. 
In the name of our Master, Jesus Christ, I desire for 
you many blessings and good health. I shall now 
tell you of our trip. [Three pupils of this past course 
live in the same village. ] 

“After embracing you with affection and grati- 
tude early that morning, we rode for an hour or 
more on the Red Arrow bus and arrived in Milpillas 
(little corn patch) where we ate breakfast, and then 
started for these beautiful mountains, with the de- 
sire to hug our wives, our parents, our children, and 
brethren. We ate lunch before arriving at Laguna 
(Lake, but there is none, in fact water is scarce) and 
we slept in a place called Timbritos (small timber), 


Nore: Miss Margaret Shelby of Chilpancingo, Guerrero, 
Mexico, sent us this interesting letter frem the most gracious 
and enthusiastic and oldest student in the Bible School. On 


his return to his home in the mountains to his wife and ten 
children, he wrote: 
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serving us as a house—the great out-of-doors, for 
bed—the ground; the sky was studded with stars 
when we went to sleep, but at one a. M. we were 
waked by a slight rain, so we saddled and loaded our 
beasts and started to travel by moonlight. Little by 
little the sky became more clouded, and when we be- 
gan to climb toward a place called Los Caracoles 
(snails) the rain fell faster and when we got to La 
Puentecilla (little bridge) the moon completely left 
us, and since it had not dawned yet, it got darker and 
darker. It got so dark that we each took hold of a 
burros tail in order not to lose them. But we could 
not see the beast, in fact we could not see our own 
hands, although we put them before our very noses. 
It was so dark that the beasts fell; one fell and rolled 
ten yards and we had to wait until dawn to see him, 
although he was white. Meanwhile we talked but 
we could not see each other. 

“With the coming of the sun, the rain went away. 
Since we arose very early, we reached home before 
noon, before we were expected. Still afar off, sev- 
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eral brethren saw us and ran to meet us with many 
and strong embraces, as customary among us Mexi- 
cans. Although maltreated from the trip, we re- 
ceived callers all afternoon, we ate tamales and mole, 
and that night we organized a social with songs, 


games and beautiful talks. The result was the resolv- 
tion to have such socials every two weeks in differ- 
ent homes. At the church services the attendance 
has been between 65 and 80, and some who had not 
been coming are now attending. Thanks be to God!” 





A Letter from Mexico 


Morelos 3 
Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico 


My pDEAR FRIENDs: 


On September 1, 1940, I was in a service in a vil- 
lage not far from Cuernavaca and my heart was 
touched by the prayers of those humble people for 
the people of Europe in their present suffering. On 
the 4th and 11th of the month I was with a group, 
representatives of the English speaking colony in 
Mexico City, in their weekly gathering for prayer. 
There was a note of confession and repentance and 
a prayer for forgiveness. On September 8, I was at 
the service in English at the Evangelical Union 
Church in Mexico City, and the pastor led us in 
prayer for a peace based on justice and righteous- 
ness. On September 10, I was with a gathering of 
Christian workers in their monthly meeting, and 
there again prayer was made for the needy world at 
this time. On September 15, I was in another town 
at the service in Spanish, and again there was con- 
fession for the world’s sins and supplication for for- 
giveness. Here in Cuernavaca on the 22nd and 29th, 
and at the mid-week services as well as in the homes, 
there was heard the same confession, and supplica- 
tion as the tragic conditions in the world were con- 
templated. 

And what is taking place in Mexico is taking place 
throughout the Christian world. I am reminded that 
it was on the 8th of September, that, in response to 
the call made by King George and President Roose- 
velt, believers in God in both countries offered up 
special prayers to Him. It is a time when people who 
believe in God are thinking about Him, and of their 
relation to Him, and of His relation to the world. 
People who do not believe in Him, perhaps, are in- 
clined to have their unbelief confirmed. I do not 
know; I have not found any such. Those who have 
talked with me about present world conditions are 
men and women of faith. What they have said has 
revealed this. It is not different from what men and 
women of like faith in other parts of the world are 
thinking and saying. In reporting some of these re- 
marks, I am not helping in the solution of the grave 
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problems we are all facing, but they may interest 
you as they interested and helped me. 

A man with very limited education but with a 
keen sense of spiritual values said to me, not long 
ago, that the world is reaping what it has sown. The 
world has forgotten God. God is a God of justice, 
and justice demands that sin be punished. The way 
back to God is through repentance, confession, and 
prayer for pardon, followed by a changed life anda 
changed attitude toward God. The present world 
conditions are a call to men everywhere to return to 
God. These confessions and supplications of so many 
people that I have just mentioned would seem to in- 
dicate that some people, at least, are heeding the call. 

A person who has not been especially interested in 
the work of the church up until now remarked a 
few days ago that the present broken conditions of 
the world in its sorrow offers an opportunity for a 
great campaign for God. A heart-broken world gives 
good soil for sowing of the seed of faith and trust in 
God. We could all wish that the church in all lands 
might take advantage of these conditions and give 
themselves to the task for which the church was 
established. 

In speaking along similar lines, one of the leading 
women in the Evangelical Church in Mexico empha- 
sized the need for sacrifice on the part of all, that the 
work of the church may go forward. She herself is 
a living example of such sacrifice. She gave up work 
which was paying her more than she now receives in 
order to give full time to the work of the church. 
She holds a place of honor and responsibility. Sacti- 
ficial service is to her an understood part of the 
present-day attitude of all who serve our Lord. She 
so expressed her convictions; her actions prove that 
her words are not vain words. The price that is being 
paid in personal sacrifice and suffering and in mate- 
rial things by the defenders of our liberties, those in 
Europe, is a rebuke to any who are not ready to act 
on Christ’s call, “If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me.” 

More than one person has spoken to me very re- 
cently about the future for the young people, espe- 
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cially the young people now engaged in war. They 
are called upon to go through struggles for which 
they are not responsible. War with all its evils can- 
not but affect their lives tremendously, and after it 
is all over those who survive will either be disillu- 
sioned and cynical, with hate in their hearts, or 
elated over the victory, with pride in their hearts. 
Emphasis is placed, in these conversations I have just 
mentioned, on the need for instruction of the young 
in our churches in all the principles of the Kingdom 
that Christ came to establish. There are principles 
which are so precious that they must be preserved at 
any cost. There are days ahead when there will be 
needed young people trained to apply the principles 
of the Kingdom of God in world reconstruction. It 
is this training of the young people that is on the 
hearts of many. 

I could continue the story of things that are being 
said and done by people around me in view of 
present world conditions, or at any rate emphasized 
by these conditions, such as more thoughtfulness for 
others, with a readiness to help, a spirit of evan- 
gelism, a sense of the unity of the race, and of the 
oneness in Christ of all who believe in Him. The 
attitude of the Mexican people toward the war and 


the side on which their sympathies lie, is always of 
great interest. I believe I stated before that the trend 
is now away from sympathy for Germany toward 
sympathy for England. Indications are that this con- 
tinues. This is especially noticeable among students. 
The government is officially on record as favoring 
the democracies. The press has been divided, but on 
the whole growing more favorable, I believe. One of 
the leading editorials in one of the leading daily 
papers of Mexico City in the issue of September 30 
was high in its praise of England. I wish I had space 
to give the whole of it. England is called the 
“glorious,” “the bulwark of civilization,” “the cap- 
stone of liberty,” “the banner of justice, the de- 
fender of the right.” “England today will save the 
world from tyranny and slavery.” In the English 
Parliament “today resounds the voice of Prime 
Minister Churchill with patriotic and virile accents 
to defend the holy cause of England, which is also 
the noble cause of civilization, and of all the coun- 
tries of the world that love liberty.” 
Very sincerely, 


W. A. Ross.* 


*Rev. W. A. Ross, D.D., is one of the senior missionaries of our 
Church in Mexico. 





To Guide Your 


Have all our missionaries withdrawn from the 
Orient? 

What are some reasons for the withdrawals which 
have occurred? 

Who was Mrs. Lillah Porter Read, and what pioneer 
service did she give her Church? 

What are some of the striking things we see as we 
“face the Americas” today? 

What is one of the outstanding signs of the progress 
of Christianity in China? 

What do thoughtful people in China regard as the 
negation of what Christianity stands for? 

What has been the effect of the migration of the 
Christians to West China? 

What were some of the trials of some Bible students 
returning home in Mexico? 

What is one of the needs of our Mexico Mission? 

How did Japy get to the orphanage at Dourados? 

How old is the Synod of Appalachia? How many 


church courts had to pass on the proposal to form 
the synod? 


FEBRUARY 1941 


Survey Reading 


How is the Synod of Appalachia like the north- 
eastern wing of the TVA? 

Who suggested that the synod be formed, and what 
other person was largely responsible for carrying 
out the idea? 

Tell something of the progress and prosperity of 
the synod. 

Where are the Vansant and Hopewell churches 
located? 

What are some of the facts that Mr. Sartelle touches 
on in his sketch of the past history of the Vansant 
and Hopewell churches? 

What part did Mr. Sartelle have in the dedication 
of the two churches? 

Tell something of the early beginnings of the High- 
land Heights Church, 

How did the work of Home Missions help in the 
organization and growth of the Highland Heights 
Church? 

Who is the pastor of the Highland Heights Church 
and how long has he served? 




















































































Opening of the Nanking Industrial School for the Blind, 1940. First class of blind boys and blind teachers in front. 
A Christian community enterprise 


Nurturing New 


By P. FRANK PRICE* 


SOWING THE SEED, SEEKING OUT NEW CHRISTIANS AND 
preparing them for church membership, is only half 
of the missionary task. “Go ye therefore, and make 
disciples . . . teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.” It is interesting 
to note how much of the New Testament is taken 
up with the latter part of this Great Commission. 
Large portions of the Acts of the Apostles and all 
the Epistles and Revelation deal with the problem of 
building up Christians in their faith and endeavoring 
to make them examples to the world and an evan- 
gelical force for the spread of the gospel. Much ef- 
fort looking toward the increase of church member- 
ship has been lost through lack of adequate instruc- 
tion and nurture of those we already have. This is 
quite elemental, even trite, but many of our troubles 
come through the neglect of elemental facts. 

The problem of the training and the nurture of 
new Christians, and of trying to raise the standard 
of the Christians we already have, has, so to speak, 
been forced upon the churches of Nanking. What 
the problem is and how it is being dealt with may be 
of some interest to others who are wrestling with 
the same question that confronts us. 


*Rev. P. Frank Price, D.D., is our veteran missionary to China, 
having served, with his wife, more than fifty years in that land. 


Christians 
In Nanking 


AN INTERESTING SURVEY 


The battle of Nanking, in 1937, precipitating an 
exodus of a large part of the population of the city, 
has made no small change in the personnel of church 
membership. Many Christians who were the back- 
bone of the Nanking churches followed the emi- 
gration to West China. A loss to the churches 
here, they proved a decided gain to the Christian 
cause within Free China. Meanwhile the Nanking 
churches, while depleted by the loss of so many of 
the more active and intelligent of their members, 
have had a comparatively large accession of in- 
quirers and new members. A careful inquiry con- 
ducted by one of our wide-awake missionaries shows 
that, of the fifteen Protestant churches which the 
inquiry covers, there was an original membership, 
before the breakup in 1937, of 2,834 communicants. 
After the breakup, there were 764, or a little more 
than one fourth who remained in the city. Since then 
there have been baptized 1,750, making a total at the 
present time of 2,514, not far short of the original 
membership of three years ago. By this it will be 
seen that about seventy-five per cent of the members 
of these fifteen churches have been received within 
the past three years—this in face of the fact that 
much care has been exercised in the receiving of 
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new members. The inquiry covers the majority, 
though not all, of the Protestant church membership 
of the city. It is sufficient, however, to illustrate the 
large responsibility that rests ee pastors and 
church leaders in the training and nurture of their 
new members. 

The problem is being attacked along the follow- 
ing lines through interdenominational. cooperation, 
in addition to the individual work of the several 
churches: 


INSPIRATIONAL MEETING FOR PASTORS 


A weekly Monday afternoon devotional meeting 
for pastors and other prominent Christian workers 
has been a regular custom in Nanking for many 
years past. To this, about a year ago, was added a 
study and discussion period for mutual edification 
and inspiration. The plan is to select and distribute 
a helpful book, usually a biography, which each one 
reads beforehand. Sometimes one book is studied for 
three or four weeks. Then the portion that has been 
read is discussed, each one noting what stimulus and 
suggestion he or she received. In addition to the 
familiar biographies (which have been put into Chi- 
nese) of Moody, Spurgeon, John Bunyan, Florence 
Nightingale, Oberlin, and such like, we have studied 
the life of the Indian saint, Sadhu Sundar Singh, and 
such stimulating Chinese biographies as the Life of 
Pastor Hsi, of “Brother Mao” who endured trials 
innumerable with an unconquerable patience, of 
Samuel Pollard, in his remarkable work among the 
Miao tribes, and so on. For two or three weeks we 
dealt with a book of Spurgeon’s sermons. All this 
has been of great inspirational value as well as a 
stimulus to busy pastors and others toward more 
regularity in their reading. 


LEADERSHIP TRAINING SCHOOL 


There has been inaugurated in Nanking a Leader- 
ship Training School for lay workers, conducted 
in the buildings of the Nanking Theological Semi- 
nary, whose regular work has been temporarily 
carried on in Shanghai and Chengtu. This Leader- 
ship Training School usually lasts about ten weeks 
at a time, there being two periods during the year. 
The teachers are missionaries and Chinese pastors. 
The subjects taught during the last term may be of 
interest: The Prophets of Israel, How We Got Our 
Bible, New Testament Introduction; Important 
Doctrines of the Church; Modern Church History; 
Sunday School Teaching Methods; Christian Nur- 
ture of Church Members; Church Work for Young 
People; and last, but not least, Singing. 

Each denomination has contributed its most ca- 
pable workers to the faculty of this Leadership 
Training School and there has been a fine spirit of 
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unity and codperation. There were 226 enrolled in 
the courses during the last term, and 152 certificates 
were awarded at the close of the term to those who 
manifested proficiency. It is proposed to continue 
this work during the coming year, and it is hoped 
that under the blessing of God these young people, 
for they are mostly young people, so taught and 
trained, will take their part in the leadership of the 
church in Nanking that is to be. 


A HANDBOOK OF WorsHIP 


One of the by-products of the Monday’s inspira- 
tional study, alluded to above, has been the prepara- 
tion of a short handbook of worship, available for 
use in the churches of the city. In this, as in other 
matters, there is no distinction of denomination. The 
conviction has grown that a considerable proportion 
of the Sunday-morning congregation is unable to 
follow the worship part of the service intelligently. 
Quite a number are able to read from the Psalms 
and hymns haltingly or not at all, and so miss much 
during the worship hour. What could be done 
about it? 

At one of the Monday study periods the matter 
was presented and each was given a balloting paper 
and asked to return his or her vote. About forty 
participated. The three questions asked were: (1) 
What Scripture verses would you select for mem- 
orizing and repeating? (2) What hymns do you 
think more suitable for the average person in the 
congregation? (It may be mentioned incidentally 
that there is now one hymn book that is being used 
in practically all of the churches, the new Hymns 
of Universal Praise, now gaining wide circulation 
throughout all denominations in China, having been 
carefully prepared through interdenominational ef- 
fort.) (3) What nine or ten Psalms are most appro- 
priate and understandable for morning service under 
present conditions? 

These selections by vote are most interesting. The 
Scripture verses selected for memorizing are: John 
3:16; Acts 4:12; Matthew 11:28; Acts 16:31; John 
4:24; Luke 19:10; I Corinthians 13:13; I Timothy 
1:15; Galatians 5:22; Hebrews 7:25; Matthew 20:28; 
John 14:6; John 6:35; Romans 6:23; Romans 1:16. 
It may be noted that these verses are all full of the 
gospel message. It is supposed that at least one or 
two verses will be repeated at each service. 

The Psalms were selected for their simplicity and 
understandability, as well as adaptation to different 
circumstances. They are: 1, 19, 23, 46, 51, 90, 103, 
121. 

Among the hymns selected, “Jesus Loves Me” 
headed the list. This seems to be the prime favorite 
among all Christian circles in China. Next came 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” The third 
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choice was, “This Is My Father’s World.” ‘Lhis 
hymn of Maltbie Babcock seems to be of peculiar 
comfort in these topsy-turvy times. Among the 
others were, “Sweet Hour of Prayer,” “More Love 
to Thee, O Christ,” “A Charge to Keep I Have,” 
1 “He Leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought,” and one of 
native contribution beginning, “Great Are Thy 
Mercies, Heavenly Father.” This handbook is sup- 
plementary, of course, to the Bible and Hymn Book. 


Thus by heeding the word of the Prophet Isaiah, 
“Line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little 
and there a little,” an increasing number of worship- 
pers may, under the leading of the Holy Spirit, take 
a more intelligent part in the worship of the church. 

A new beginning, at least, is being made in Nan- 
king, an old city where so many things have started 
and ended, but where the churches are facing new 
opportunities, perils, and responsibilities. 








| The Chinese Church in 


Days of Stress 


By MISS W. L. CRABBE, Fukien, China* 


THe NEGRO SLAVE WHO SAID HE HAD A MAIN LOT TO 
be miserable about yet “cheerfulness allus breakin’ 
through,” uttered words which could be applied to- 
day to the Church in China. The ruthless destruc- 
tion of modern warfare has spelt ruin for villages 
and city homes, schools, universities, churches, hos- 
pitals, workshops, and industrial plants; famine, 
flood and disease have taken terrible toll of human 
life. Dark clouds indeed! No Christian activities 
have been unaffected by these stupendous happen- 
ings. And yet we who have been living in China 
know that the sun is always breaking through. 

Look first at China as a whole. In fact it is im- 
possible to do anything else in a country whose 
leader is such a sincere Christian as Chiang Kai-shek, 
ably supported by his wife and many Christian 
members of his government, and where the Chris- 
ian influence in high places is something that cannot 
e estimated in terms of statistics. One of the out- 
standing signs of the progress of Christianity in 
China during the last decade has been the growing 
coéperation between the government and the 
church in education, in medical work, and social 
uplift. And now under the shock and strain of war 
the bonds of coéperation have been forged the 
| stronger. These two forces have worked together in 
famine and flood relief, care for refugees, Red Cross 
and other medical activities, and in the establishment 
of the Coéperatives which have brought new life 
and hope to many a stricken community. The bulle- 
tins of the National Christian Council read like a 
— epic of individual and collective heroic en- 
§ eavor. 











*C. M. S. Outlook, War-Time Edition. By permission. 
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The young people of China, forced to leave their 
compounds and travel perhaps many hundred miles 
westward, are determined there shall be no black- 
out of their education. They put up with discom- 
fort and hardship, and their professors and teachers 
do the same, even though apparatus and books may 
be lacking and lecture notes lost. One such stu- 
dent wrote, “By faith we came to this exiled south- 
west, by faith we live and study.” This pilgrimage 
westward to free areas not only of Chinese youth, 
but of great masses of the population, presents to 
the church an unparalleled opportunity and an 
urgent need. 

In areas occupied by Japanese, schools have 
moved and regular congregations dwindled to al- 
most nothing, but new opportunities have arisen in 
abundance, and new ways of presenting Christ as 
the Giver of life and hope. Compounds and churches 
have become refugee centers, relief work has been 
organized, and the struggle with sickness and dis- 
ease has to be carried on with as much intensity as 
at the front. Above all, the evangelistic opportunity 
is unprecedented. One writes: “A new chapter has 
been written in the history of Christianity in China. 
Even though many Christians have wandered inland 
and may never return, there already seem to be 
enough candidates on the way to baptism to make 
good the number of those who have gone away.” 

Disappointing things do happen: there are indi- 
vidual failures, and places where corporate Chris- 
tion witness is lacking, and there is a terrible amount 
of human misery and suffering, but as one views the 
whole (the only fair thing to do) there is un- 
doubtedly real justification for the cheerfulness 
which is always breaking through. 
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A Bic ENErGIz1nG Fact 


Today, in China, men and women under stress 
and strain are turning to religion; they are seeking 
a spiritual interpretation of the trouble in their in- 
dividual lives, and the problems in their corporate 
national life. The present impasse both in East and 
West (fundamentally due to the same causes) is, on 
the whole, regarded by thoughtful people as the 
negation of what Christianity stands for, Non- 
Christians are thus being drawn to examine the 
tenets more closely, and the faith of Christians is 
being tested and purified. 

When the history of the church in China comes 
to be written, will it be that not only will this pres- 
ent time be stressed as one of great opportunity but 
also as one in which the opportunity was taken? 
The chief hindrance will never be a financial one. 
If it were, there would be little hope. 

But can the church in China, with the resources 
that it has, be daring enough to jettison what is out- 
grown, keep no institution going that does not meet 
a real need, plan the best possible policy for edu- 
cational and medical work so that both the work 


and its Christian witness shall stand for quality 
rather than quantity, give the youth of China no 
real reason for thinking that it is afraid of the new 
knowledge and is tied and bound by past traditions? 
Can the church give clear proof that its doctrines, 
while preserving all that is of value in the past, are 
based on the rock of eternal truth and can fully 
meet the new needs of the new age? Such a church 
must experiment, follow new ways, and try new 
methods of work, not rashly but because it commits 
itself entirely to the power and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. Last, but not least, such a Church must 
by its faith and practice show that its mission is one 
of salvation for all men, and rise triumphantly above 
all barriers of nation and sect. 


All this calls for statesmanship and courage, first 
and foremost on the part of the Chinese church it- 
self, but also for continued help and coéperation 
from the West. There must be no closing of any 
road which brings the spiritual ammunition of sup- 
port and fellowship to our fellow-Christians in 
China, for never did they need it more than in this 


day of trial. 





Happy Birthday to You! 


i—Rev. Ira McL. Moore—Africa. 

1—Miss Margaret Archibald—Japan. 

3—Mrs. S. R. Gammon—Brazil. 

3—Miss Sallie M. Lacy—China. Retired. 
Home address, 1106 Charles St., Fred- 
ericksburg, Va. 

6—Miss Margaret Shelby—Mexico. 

6—Miss May Schlich—Brazil. 

8—Mrs. Motte Martin (U.S.). 

8—Mrs, P. Frank Price—China. Retired. 

8—Miss Lina E. Bradley—China. 

April g—Rev. J. Kelly Unger—Korea. 

April 9—Miss Iona Smith—Mexico. 

April 11:—Mrs. H. T. Bridgman—China. 

April 11:—Rev. Chas. W. Worth, Jr.—China. 

April 12—Mrs, L. Nelson Bell—China. 

April 1z—Rev. T. L. Harnsberger—China. 

April 15—Mrs, F. W. Price—China. 

April 16—Miss Katherine C. Gray—Mexico. 

April 16—Dr. Jas. B. Woods, Jr.—China. 

April 17—Dr. A. A. McFadyen—China. 

April 17—Rev. W. M. Mcllwaine—Japan. Retired. 
Address Heath Springs, S. C. 

April 17—Mr. Wm. J. Anderson, Jr.—Africa. 


April 
April 
April 
April 


April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
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April 21—Rev. A. S. Maxwell—Brazil. 
April 22—Rev. J. O. Shelby—Mexico. 
April 23—Mrs. J. H. Brady—Japan. 

April 24—Rev. W. A. Mcllwaine—Japan. 
April 24—Miss Margaret P. Wood—China. 
April 24—Rev. Stephen J. Sloop—Brazil. 
April 26—Mrs. V. A. Anderson—Africa. 
April 26—Miss Ethel E. Kestler—Korea. 
April 26—Mr. Wm. C. Worth—Africa. 
April 27—Miss Margaret Liston—Africa. 
April 28—Mrs. W. F. Junkin, Sr.—China. 
April 28—Rev. Chas. A. Sheldon, 3rd—China. 
April 29—Rev. J. K. Hobson—Africa. 
April 30—Rev. J. F. Preston—Korea. 


Note:—A Birthday Card with signature only and wn- 
sealed, bearing a 1% cent stamp, may be mailed to any of 
the above, to the address which appears in the back of every 
other issue of this magazine. Star before the missionary’s 
name indicates “on furlough.” The home address will be 
supplied by the Educational Department, Box 330, Nashville, 
Tenn., on request. If cards are sealed, regular first-class 

ostage must be paid—s cents to Africa, China, Japan and 
Sonn 3 cents to Brazil and Mexico. 
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THE SUMMONS 
has come and 
one of God’s 
most gifted ser- 
vants has gone to 
be withher Lord. 
Mrs. Sophie Peck 
Graham went up 
higher from her 
place of temporary rest in Shanghai, China, on Oc- 
tober 15, 1940. She was born at the seat of Union 
Theological Seminary in Hampden-Sydney, Virginia, 
on March 8, 1865, where her father, Dr. Thomas E. 
Peck, was a professor. Her early life in that theologi- 
cal atmosphere no doubt had much to do with the 
tenor of her later life, and her surroundings bore 
an abundant fruitage in her long years of service in 
China. Of all the missionaries that our Southern 
Presbyterian Church has sent to the fields, very few 
could equal Mrs. Graham in her expository un- 
folding of the truths of Scripture. 

Forty-eight years of continuous service in one 
field is a record seldom equalled by any missionary 
in any company. Mrs. Graham has this record for 


_ work in the Tsingkiangpu Station of the North 


Kiangsu Mission of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church in China, and to this has to be added three 
years of no less effective quiet waiting and serving 
while she was confined to her bed in Tsingtao and 
Shanghai. 

On October 3, 1889, she was married to Rev. 
James R. Graham of Winchester, Virginia, who sur- 
vives her; and in November of that year they sailed 
for China, were located in Tsingkiangpu, and were 
never transferred from that station. The accumula- 
tive influence of year after year of service in the 
same field by such an extraordinarily useful mis- 
sionary cannot be reckoned by any human means of 
calculation. 

Early in her missionary life Mrs. Graham showed 
the oy unusual gift of speaking and interpreting 
the Bible, both in English and in Chinese, which set 


*Rev. W. C. McLauchlin is an evangelistic missionary to China, 
located at Haichow, North Kiangsu. Mr. and Mrs. McLauchlin, 
have served our China Mission twenty-four years. 


72 


Mrs. Sophie Peck Graham 


1865-1940 


Missionary Career 1889-1940 


By W. C. McLAUCHLIN* 


her apart as an outstanding herald of the Cross, and 
“Aunt Soph,” as she was affectionately called, was 
in piel at home and on the mission field, in fact, 
anywhere she might be; and her presentation of any 
subject cannot be described by any lesser word than 
scintillating. Born with dramatic talent, she culti- 
vated. the gifts that God gave her, and had through 
the years added to these natural gifts spiritual fervor 
and deep earnestness, which always carried every- 
thing before her. It would be impossible to decide 
which one of the two, “Uncle Jimmy,” her husband, 
or “Aunt Soph,” was the more beloved by the large 
numbers in America and in China who knew them 
both. Two people who have spent long years of 
beautiful and wonderful living together could hardly 
be more nearly opposites than were “Uncle Jimmy” 
and “Aunt Soph,” yet both of them, with their con- 
trasting characteristics, had the same beautiful way 
of getting into the hearts of their associates and 
staying there. 

Mrs. Graham’s span of missionary service carried 
her through many dangerous and difficult and try- 
ing days, beginning with the Boxer Uprising in 1900 
and going through the memorable days of 1911, 
when the Republic of China was being born, includ- 
ing the horrible days of 1927 when Communism 
came so near becoming dominant in China, and 
reaching into the more recent upheaval, beginning 
: : 937, when the Japanese spread havoc all over the 
and. 

Two outstanding characteristics of her nature 
were thrown into bold relief through her experiences 
during those difficult times of supreme danger: 
namely, her unwavering faith in her Lord and her 
supreme devotion to His service. In their work at 
Tsingkiangpu, “Uncle Jimmy” and “Aunt Soph” 
often itinerated in separate parts of the field. Going 
the road between Haichow and Tsingkiangpu, I 
have often met “Uncle Jimmy” in one place and 
“Aunt Soph” many miles away at another out- 
station, each absorbed in pressing the claims of 
Christ on the unreached multitudes. Many a Chris- 
tian, many an elder, many a deacon, and many 
preachers of the Word in the great China field look 
upon her as their: spiritual mother. Her life is being 
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lived in many a dark spot in China today, through 
the voice and ministry of China’s leaders, who have 
learned from her the deep truths of the Word, and 
have caught her fire of devotion to her Lord. Surely, 
she “being dead yet speaketh.” Aunt Soph never 
lacked for a word in Chinese nor in English, and 
her limpid flow of expression in either language 
could hold an individual, a group, or a tremendous 
crowd spellbound for hours on end. She never dealt 
in trivialities and never tried to be witty or humorous 
for art’s sake, but her natural mode of expression was 
full of wit and humor, both of which were always 
used as barbs which carried deep spiritual truths into 
the hearts of all listeners. One of her favorite sub- 
jects of study, discussion, and proclamation was 
prophecy. The focal point of her faith was looking 
for and longing for her Lord’s return. This element 
in her spiritual character was passed on in abundant 
measure to her two missionary children, Miss Sophie 
Peck Graham, and Rev. James R. Graham, Jr. 

Just a few days ago a missionary friend of Mrs. 
Graham’s said that whenever her name was men- 
tioned one verse of Scripture always came to her 
mind, “Her price is far above rubies.” Surely, in her 
family life, in her social life, in her life and ministry 

























as a representative of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church in China, and as an unusually gifted and 
devoted follower and representative of the Lord 
Christ, her price is indeed far above rubies. 

During the last years of her life, when she was 
unable to rise from her bed, it was a common topic 
of conversation between friends as to why the Lord 
allowed her thus to suffer so long. To those who 
were very close to her, this was no mystery, for it 
was clear that God was using her hours of prayer 
and the silent power of her life of submission and 
suffering to tremendously influence many a co- 
worker and friend. It was not easy for her to give 
up her life of activity and eager service for the days 
of waiting in quiet on her couch, but the same spirit 
that overcame difficulties in the pioneer days and 
faced, in a victorious way, almost every type of 
danger, was equal to the task of keeping her sub- 
missive and quiet during the long days of waiting for 
God’s call up higher. She walked with God, waited 
patiently, and was not, for God took her. Now, in a 
more blessed service of her Lord, she awaits the day 
when she can come with Him in triumph back to 
the scenes of her earthly struggles and victory. 








From China, December 8 
Dr. and Mrs. P. K. Gieser 
Mrs. G. A. Hudson 
Mrs. L. H. Lancaster 
Dr. and Mrs. Lacy L. Little 
Miss R. Elinore Lynch 
Dr. and Mrs. A. A. McFadyen 
Rev. and Mrs. J. Y. McGinnis 
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Missionary Arrivals 


Mrs. H. W. White 

Miss Annie R. V. Wilson 

Rev. and Mrs. G. R. Womeldorf 
Mrs. E. A. Woods 

Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Woods, Sr. 
Rev. and Mrs. J. R. Woods 
Miss Josephine U. Woods 
Miss Ruth Worth 

Dr. and Mrs. M. P. Young 
Rev. and Mrs. H. T. Bridgman 
Dr. James R. Graham, Sr. 

Miss Sophie Graham 

Miss Rebecca E. Wilson 


CORRECTION 


Rev. and Mrs. Charles W. Worth, reported in 
January as arriving, are still in China. 
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Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the 


Synod of Appalachia 
Historical Address 


By R. F. CAMPBELL* 


(Epitor’s Nore: This address was delivered at the 25th Anniversary meeting of the Synod of Appalachia, September 
18, 1940, in the First Presbyterian Church of Bristol, Tennessee, the church in which the synod was organized. The synod 


appointed a special committee, with Dr. R. D. Bedinger as chairman, to see that this address was sent to all Church papers 
and also printed in pamphlet form. We rejoice in the splendid growth of this synod and are happy to share this remarkable 


story with all readers of the Survey.—C. H. P.) 





THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
Synod of Appalachia was one 
of the most remarkable events 
in the history of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United 
States. The proposal had to be 
passed on by five Presbyteries: 
Abingdon in Virginia, Holston 
and Knoxville in ‘Tennessee, 
Asheville in North Carolina, 
and West Lexington in Ken- 
tucky; by four Synods: Vir- 
ginia, Tennessee, North Caro- 
lina and Kentucky; and by 
the General Assembly. After 
earnest debate it was favorably 
acted upon by all these Church 
courts and erected by the Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1915. 

There must have been some- 
thing deeper than appears on 
the surface to account for this 
remarkable phenomenon. In a Church noted for its 
conservatism, we find five presbyteries overturing 
the four synods of which they formed a part for 
permission to have the relationship dissolved, the 
permission granted with little opposition, and the 
General Assembly, by a unanimous vote, answering 
in the affirmative the overtures for the erection of 
the new synod and taking formal action for bringing 
the synod into being. 

Where shall we look to find the germ of the move- 
ment, a germ vigorous enough in its own life to 
account for the birth of this vigorous ecclesiastical 
organism known as the Synod of Appalachia? I be- 
lieve that the origin of this movement was a deeply 
psychological one. I mean that the erection of this 





: *Rev. R. F. Campbell, D.D., now Pastor Emeritus of the First 
tesbyterian Church, Asheville, N. C., was Moderator of the first 
meeting of the Synod of Appalachia. 
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Rev. R. F. Campserri, D.D. 





mountain synod was due to 
something deep in the hearts 
and minds of the people from 
the time of their settlement in 
this region. 

This has found expression 
along three lines, political, ec- 
clesiastical, and economic. The 
people of this region have in- 
dicated again and again that 
their physical environment, as 
well as their racial origin, has 
given them a distinctive life of 
their own and bound them to- 
gether as a kind of political unit. 
There have been at least three 
assertions of this political one- 
ness. 

(1) “On January 20, 1775, 
just four months prior to the 
famous Mecklenburg (N. C.) 
Declaration of Independence, 
five months before the battle of Bunker Hill, and 
eighteen months before the immortal Declaration of 
Independence by Congress, the freeholders of this 
section made this declaration, which was forwarded 
to the Continental Congress: ‘Many of us and our 
forefathers left our native land, considering it as a 
kingdom subjected to inordinate power and greatly 
abridged of its liberties. We crossed the Atlantic 
and explored this then uncultivated wilderness, 
supported by the pleasing hope of enjoying those 
rights and liberties which had been granted to Vir- 
ginians, and were denied us in our native country, 
and of transmitting them inviolate to our posterity. 
But even to these remote regions the hand of un- 
limited and unconstitutional power has pursued us 
to strip us of that liberty and property with which 
God, nature, and the rights of humanity have vested 
us. If no pacific measures shall be proposed or 
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adopted by Great Britain and our enemies will at- 
tempt to dragoon us out of these inestimable privi- 
leges, which we are entitled to as subjects, and to 
reduce us to slavery, we declare that we are de- 
liberately and resolutely determined never to sur- 
render them to any power upon earth but at the 
expense of our lives. These are our real, though 
unpolished statements of liberty and loyalty, and in 
them we are resolved to live and die.’ 

“Who were these settlers? They were the men 
who sat under the ministry of Cummings and Doak 
and then marched across the Blue Ridge to King’s 
Mountain, N. C., under Campbell, Shelby and Sevier 
and in a few hours on Oct. 7, 1780, defeated Gen- 
eral Ferguson and his British army, turned the tide 
of the Revolution, caused Cornwallis to retreat and 
hastened the surrender at Yorktown.” ?} 

(2) About 1780, and the years immediately fol- 
lowing, discontent with the government of North 
Carolina, which included Tennessee at that time, 
was brooding beyond the mountains. It was claimed 
among other abuses that courts were not regularly 
held or the law properly enforced; and that the 
system of taxation was not just, for it made no 
discrimination between the value of lands on the 
frontier and those near the centers of trade. There 
was also a social cleavage, a feeling of superiority 
toward the frontier on the part of the older counties. 
One of the members of the legislature was quoted 
as saying, “The inhabitants of the western country 
are the off-scourings of the earth, fugitives from 
justice.” 

These considerations led to the setting up of a 
mountain state which received the name of Frank- 
lin, The same grievances were held against the Vir- 
ginia government by the people of the southwestern 
part of that state, who desired on that account to 
be incorporated into the new state of Franklin. But 
the government of Virginia had no sympathy with 
the movement and declared that any attempt to 
carry out the plan would be considered high treason. 

This was the second political outcropping of the 
feeling on the part of the people of these moun- 
tains that they were different from the people of 
the low country in their interests and character. 

(3) But, seventy years later, in the 1850's, there 
was still another political move to unite the moun- 
tain counties, cut off from one another by existing 
state lines, in an independent commonwealth of 
Appalachia. This movement was arrested by the out- 
break of the War Between the States in 1861. But 
in this second proposal for the organization of a new 
state, we have another manifestation of an instinct 
deep in the hearts of the people of this region that 


1 Highways and Byways of Appalachia, pp. 8-9. 
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they, by many common interests and characteristics, 
are a separate unit. 

The second line along which this sense of unity 
manifested itself was the ecclesiastical, finding its 
expression in the erection of the Synod of Appa- 
lachia in 1915. 

The third line was economic, in which the gov- 
ernment of the United States discovered and ex- 
pressed the distinctive character and unity of the 
region covered by this synod, This found expression 
in the creation of the governmental agency known 
as the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

If you will examine the map of the TVA, you 
will see that the TVA region consists of two wings 
which come together at Chattanooga. Or, taking 
our stand at Chattanooga, we see one of the Wings 
spreading out westward, following the course of 
the Tennessee River through the low country to the 
Mississippi; the other spreading to the northeast and 
covering the headwaters and upper basin of the 
Tennessee. The two wings are separate and distinct 
units, and it is in the northeastern wing, whose 
boundaries are almost co-terminous with the bound- 
aries of this synod, that the immense water power 
of the TVA is developed as the Tennessee and its 
tributaries rush down from the mountain heights 
of Appalachia. It is this topographical unity that 
is the basis in part for the creation economically of 
the northeastern wing of the TVA, and ecclesias- 
tically of the Synod of Appalachia. 

Having seen that these three movements, the 
political, the economic, and the ecclesiastical, had 
their origin in the deep consciousness of unity in 
the minds of the people, let us turn to the develop- 
ment of the ecclesiastical movement in the history 
of the Synod of Appalachia. 

In treating this part of the subject, I am going to 
be as personal as may be necessary to make the 
record clear and straight. And so I begin with a 
personal disclaimer. I have often heard myself called 
“the father of the Synod of Appalachia.” I take 
this occasion to disclaim the honor, if it implies that 
I was the first to conceive the idea of this moun- 
tain synod. 

The first time I ever heard the idea advanced was 
in a conversation with Rev. Leroy G. Henderson in 
1912 or 1913. Dr. Henderson, now of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Albany, Georgia, was at that time 
a pastor in Knoxville. Recalling the incident, I re- 
cently wrote to Dr. Henderson for confirmation. 
He replied as follows, in a letter received ten days 
ago: 

“Dear Dr. Campbell: In reply to your good letter 
of the fourth instant, please let me say that you are 
right in your statement that I first mentioned to you 
the matter of the new Synod of Appalachia, for | 
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Dog-wood Festival, King College, 
Bristol, Tennessee 


remember your saying to me 
that it was a good idea and 
that I was the first one to sug- 
gest it. We were on the train 
from Morristown to Johnson 
City, Tennessee. We agreed to 
talk next with Dr. C. C. Car- 
son, the pastor of the First 
Church, Bristol, and, like us, 
he was enthusiastic from the 
start about it. Then the matter 
was taken up enthusiastically 
in the presbyteries of the proposed synod, and it was 
not long until it became a reality. 

“The reasons in my mind were twofold. 1. In 
the year or two before, we, around and in Knox- 
ville, had made long trips, consuming 24 hours, to 
two meetings of the Synod of Tennessee in the 
extreme western part of the state, with a layover at 
Memphis and those in and around Bristol consuming 
even longer time and expense. 2. Why not form 
a new synod of those presbyteries in or bordering 
on the Appalachian Mountains, where conditions 
and interests are more similar than East and West 
Tennessee and certainly more compact?” 

Soon after the conversation with Dr. Henderson, 


FEBRUARY 1941 


I had an interview with Dr. Homer McMillan and 
found that he and the Assembly’s Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions were in hearty sympathy 
with the suggestion to erect a mountain synod. That 
committee has done much to support and advance 
the interests of the synod. 

As to my part in the matter, I shall quote from 
Highways and Byways of Appalachia, edited by the 
late Dr. E. M. Craig: ‘ 

“The first organized movement was made at the 
meeting of the Synod of North Carolina in Greens- 
boro, October, 1913, in connection with the celebra- 
tion of the one hundredth anniversary of that body. 
Dr. R. F. Campbell had been appointed to deliver 
one of the centennial addresses, 
his subject being “The Last 
Fifty Years of the Synod’s 
Work.’ One of the principal 
points emphasized in the ad- 
dress was the great impetus 
given to Home Mission work 
in North Carolina by the 
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King College Chapel in winter, 
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First Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Rev. H. H. Thompson, 
D.D., Pastor 


was contiguous territory of considerable extent, re- 
quiring more thorough evangelization, it had been 
the policy of the synod to create a new presbytery, 
and to unite the older presbyteries in an earnest 
effort to evangelize the needy field through the 
agency of Synodical Home Missions. 

“This was pointed to as the secret of the aggres- 
sive Home Mission work in the Synod of North 
Carolina, and led naturally to the following para- 
graph in Dr. Campbell’s address: 

“*This policy should be projected to a higher 
plane in an overture from the synods concerned, 
asking the General Assembly to erect the Synod of 
Appalachia, to be constituted of the territory in the 
Appalachian Mountains. Why should not this vener- 
able body signalize the beginning of the second 
century of its life by requesting the other synods 
having mountain mission fields to unite with it in 
appointing a joint committee to investigate this ques- 
tion and report the result as a basis for future action?’ 

“Following this suggestion, the Synod of North 
Carolina appointed a committee of three ministers 
and two ruling elders, and requested the Synods of 
Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee to appoint 
similar committees, these committees to meet jointly 
in order to confer and report to the synods as to 
the advisability of overturing the General Assembly 
to erect a new synod in the Appalachian Mountains 


for the more thorough and systematic prosecution 
of evangelization and Christian education in that 
great Home Mission field of the four synods. 

“The Synod of Tennessee was the only one to 
respond to this overture. The committees of the 
two synods met in joint session at Montreat in the 
summer of 1914, and by a unanimous vote adopted 
a report favoring the proposed new synod, and 
appointed Dr. C. C. Carson of Bristol and Dr. R. F. 
Campbell of Asheville to argue the case not only 
before the Synods of North Carolina and Tennessee, 
but to visit also the Synods of Kentucky and Vir- 
ginia, which had failed to appoint committees to 
confer in regard to the matter. 

“The strongest opposition was encountered in the 
Synods of North Carolina and Kentucky, but after 
long and earnest debate the day was carried in favor 
of the new synod. Much to the surprise of the ap- 
pointed advocates, the Synods of Virginia and Ten- 
nessee fell into line without serious opposition.’”* 

The main arguments advanced for the erection 
of the synod were: 1. It would unify a work that 
was artificially divided by state lines; 2. It would 
intensify interest in their own problems by arousing 
in the people of the mountains a sense of respon- 
sibility, thus putting them on their mettle; 3. It 
would magnify the work in the eyes of the Church 
at large by presenting it in a unified and cumulative 
way. The soundness of these arguments has been 
vindicated by the results. 

In conclusion, I have two remarks to make and 
briefly expand: first, this is a progressive synod; and 
second, this is a prosperous synod. 

As to progress, the Synod of Appalachia has 
risen from the eleventh to the sixth place among 
the seventeen synods in the number of communi- 
cants. It has outstripped the four synods out of 
which it was carved and the General Assembly, as 
shown in the table below. 

If the General Assembly as a whole had kept pace 
with Appalachia, the number of communicants in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church would be 684,917 
instead of 532,177, and the total Sunday-school en- 
rollment would be 721,628 instead of 436,538. Who 
can estimate what this would have meant to the 
future growth of the Church! 

Appalachia is the only white synod that has a 


*Highways and Byways of Appalachia, pp. 11-12. 
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Sunday-school enrollment larger than the church 
membership. Appalachia also has more outpost Sun- 
day schools than any other synod of the Assembly 
except Virginia, and has the largest enrollment in 
outpost Sunday schools of any synod. 

In order to give a fair view of the synod’s prog- 
ress, there should be a comparison between the 

rogress of the churches in this territory for a 
considerable period before and after the organiza- 
tion of the synod. I have, therefore, prepared the 
following statement comparing the number of addi- 
tions to the churches on the roll of the synod for 
fifteen years before with the number added in the 
first fifteen years after the synod was organized: 
for the fifteen years before, 7,585 on profession of 
faith and 7,535 by letter; total 15,120; for the fifteen 
years after, 18,272 on profession, 13,560 by letter, 
total 31,832. 

This means that for every 100 added on profes- 
sion of faith in the fifteen years before there were 
240 added in the fifteen years after; and for every 
100 added by letter in the fifteen years before, there 
were 179 added in the fifteen years after the erection 
of the synod. 

In the Christian Observer of August 7, 1940, the 
Rev. David Worth Roberts, Th.M., has an illuminat- 
ing article on the evangelistic trends of the Assembly 
and its synods throughout the period from 1920 to 
1940. I take the following excerpt from this article. 

“The Synods of West Virginia and Appalachia 
have both been the most aggressive in winning the 
lost to the cause of Christ. Their spiritual birth rates 
are practically the same for the entire period. West 
Virginia seems to have had its largest results at the 
beginning of the period. . . . The Synod of Appa- 
lachia has been more steady in producing evange- 
listic results. It has not reached either the heights 
or the depths of its neighboring synod, yet it has 
maintained a strong evangelistic spirit.” 

It is interesting to note that the Synod of West 
Virginia was erected just one year before the Synod 
of Appalachia. Up to that time it had been a part 
of the Synod of V irginia. As in the case of Appa- 
lachia, a great impetus in evangelism and home 
missions was given to the churches in West Virginia 
by being thrown on their own responsibility for 
carrying forward the work in their own territory. 
These two synods have outstripped all the others in 
the last twenty-five years, and for the same reason. 

The growth in the number of communicants has 
been remarkable; the growth in Christian liberality 
has been still more remarkable. The first report of 
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the synod to the General Assembly (1916) shows 
a total of $76,082 to the benevolent causes; the last 
report (1940) shows a total of $212,341, an increase 
of 279 per cent. The peak in this synod, as in the 
Church at large, was reached in 1928, when there 
was a total of $265,100. Contributions to the Minis- 
ters’ Annuity Fund are not taken into account in 
the figures given above. 

But we must not rest in quiet satisfaction with 
these results. There is yet much land to be possessed, 
and this sounds a ringing challenge to still greater 
effort. Dr. Henry W. McLaughlin, General As- 
sembly’s Director of Country Church and Sunday 
School Extension, writes: “The population of Appa- 
lachia is now approximately two million people, of 
whom about only one third are members of the 
Church. For the above reasons we consider it the 
hot spot of opportunity for our denomination. As 
a good part of the Synod of Appalachia lies in the 
Tennessee Valley Authority territory, the shifts of 
population offer a new challenge to the Church.” 

This is a very prosperous synod, I venture the 
assertion that in this area there is more wealth per 
capita, and wealth more evenly distributed, than in 
any other equal area in the South. No one can travel 
through this synod without being struck with the 
comfortable homes, freshly painted and in good re- 
pair, the grassy lawns, the fertile fields and gardens, 
producing diversified crops of staple products, and 
not dependent on one crop of cotton or tobacco. 
The undeveloped mineral wealth is attracting the 
attention of capitalists by its prospective value. 

As we have seen, this synod’s boundaries are 
almost co-terminous with the boundaries of the 
northeastern wing of the TVA, which includes the 
headwaters and upper basin of the Tennessee River. 
It is here that the immense water power which at- 
tracted the attention of the government is generated. 
It is destined to become one of the greatest industrial 
centers of this country and of the world. 


The religious needs of our population challenge 
the Synod of Appalachia to a policy of evangeliza- 
tion, both intensive and extensive. The present and 
prospective wealth of this favored region furnishes 
no less a challenge for constant and intensive em- 
phasis on stewardship, that we may harness this great 
wealth to the wheels of the greatest of all enterprises, 
the proclamation of the gospel of salvation at home 
and abroad. 


“O Zion, that bringeth good tidings, get thee up 
into the high mountain.” 
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Highland Heights Church— 


Rev. Turner B. Roddy, D.D. 


Tue HicHiranp Heicuts Cuurcw or MEMPHIS Is 
another example of how a church is organized, 
supported by Home Missions, grows to self-support, 
outgrows its building, and becomes a blessing to 
others. And yet the story has its peculiar local color. 
Ordinarily a church is organized after a Sunday 
school is formed and there is discovered a desire 
for a church, but the Highland Heights Church 


_ was formed before there was a Sunday school or 


young people’s society. It had its beginning in prayer 
and personal work. 

During the summer of 1921, the Layman’s As- 
sociation, with R. B. Clinton as president, was very 
active, and placed the writer, who had offered him- 
self as a candidate for the ministry, at the Eastland 
Church to see if there was a need or desire for a 
church in the Highland Heights community. Several 
families of Presbyterians were found in the com- 
munity and services were held in the homes of kind 
friends and in the Baptist Church on Sunday after- 
noons. Before leaving for the seminary, the writer 
presented a petition to the Layman’s Association and 
to presbytery for the organization of a church. This 
was done on December 11, 1921. The commission 
—s by presbytery consisted of Dr. A. B. 

urry, Dr. T. N. Lowry, Dr. J. B. Carpenter, Mr. 
R. B. Clinton, Dr. Moore, and Mr. Clifford Green. 

The Woman’s Auxiliary has played a faithful part 


*Rev. Turney B. Roddy, D.D., is pastor of the Highland Heights 
Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tenn. 


A Home Mission Venture 
Paying Dividends 


By TURNER B. RODDY* 


in every church, and so in this one. It was the first 
organization connected with the church. Before the 
church was organized, Mrs. Roddy and Mrs. W. C. 
Edmondson of the Second Church, together with 
the writer, organized the woman’s auxiliary, which 
has continued to serve with an increased blessing 
through the years. Mrs, R. F. Heaton was the first 
president, and her daughter, Mrs. Ellie Jones, Sr., is 
president now. Other presidents include Mrs. W. M. 
Satterfield, Mrs. Charles Cluke, Mrs. B. F. Trafford, 
Mrs. W. A. Fleming, Sr., Mrs. S. R. Stark, Mrs. E.B. 
Walden, Mrs. F. N. Peterson, Mrs. H. S. Crofford, 
Mrs. Harry Cosby, and Mrs. E. H. Childers. 

The Home Missions Committee of presbytery, 
Dr. J. J. Hill, superintendent, together with the 
pastors of the city, cared for the church while the 
writer was in the seminary. He and Mrs. Roddy 
were asked to return in the summer. A lot was 
bought, a frame church was erected, and services 
were held in June, 1922, with 79 present at Sunday 
school and a larger number at church. It was seen 
then that a larger building would soon be a neces- 
sity. The workers were asked to return the follow- 
ing summer, and the growing church extended a 
call to the writer to be its pastor upon graduation 
from seminary. The call was accepted, and, since 
1924, with the splendid codperation of the members, 
the work has advanced in all departments, the 
church having had one pastor and the pastor one 
church. 

In 1924 and 1925 a three-story brick Sunday- 
school building was erected and the last note paid 
in 1933, during the depression. A building fund was 
formed for a new church, which grew so that the 
new auditorium was erected last year and the first 
services held in February. This was made possible 
through a generous gift of $5,000 by a friend who 
desired the name withheld. A loan of $6,000 was 
made to complete the auditorium, which amount 
has been reduced by monthly payments. The build- 
ing is lovely within as well as without, and a great 
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Highland Heights Church, 
Memphis, Tennessee 


joy to its 460 members. An- 
other anonymous friend has 
just given two hundred Pres- 
byterian Hymnals. Thus God 
has been raising up friends and 
leaders for the work, so that it 
has grown. ; 

Mr. C. Sampson was the first superintendent of 
the Sunday school, and has been followed in turn 
by R. T. Norton, W. L, Lowell, and W. A. Fleming, 
Jr., the latter being the present superintendent. 

The church has been blessed with a fine group of 
young people. The group has received training for 
leadership, and recently eight of the members have 
been chosen as junior deacons. There are four or- 
ganized divisions of young people at present. Louise 
Olde is president of the Fellowship group; Wheaton 
Ennis of the Senior; Gilford Anderson of the Pio- 
neer; and Randolph Webb of the Junior. 

The Men-of-the-Church have also had an active 
part in the church’s growth and have held monthly 
meetings most of the time since 1925. F. N. Peterson 
is president of the Men’s Fellowship group. C. L. 
Andre is treasurer of the church and chairman of 
the Finance Committee. The building committee, 
elected by the congregation, composed of F. N. 
Peterson, D. E. Barnett, W. A. Fleming, Jr., Mrs. 
Geo. Hodges, and Joe Tainter, was able to make 
economies in the construction by superintending the 
work, together with buying materials at substantial 
savings. Skilled men coGperated by donating their 
labor as, for instance, Jack Liles, who wired the 
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church, George Boesenberg, J. E. Branson, Edward 
Childers, and others who did various parts of the 
work. 

The church received assistance on the pastor’s 
salary from the Home Missions Committee, and 
some assistance in the erection of its plant, but 
came to full support in 1937. It has had a consistent 
growth each year because of the goodly number 
of those who have professed their faith in Christ. 
The church is now able to serve the community in 
a commanding way and to assist the great and needed 
work of Home Missions. 

A Vacation Bible School, with Mrs. Roddy as 
superintendent, has been held each summer, with an 
enrollment of more than 100, and the children, as 
well as the teachers, have come to love the church 
more and to know the Bible better. Thus the mighty 
work of the Lord entrusted to human hands goes 
forth to conquer. 

(Eprror’s Note: In 1931 the University of the South 
(Sewanee) conferred the degree of Doctor of Divinity on 
Mr. Roddy for the outstanding work which he had done. 
Dr. and Mrs. Roddy are recognized in Memphis as capable 
and well trained leaders, and the progress of the Highland 


Heights Presbyterian Church has been largely due to their 
consecrated and untiring efforts. C. H. P.) 





Church, his special responsibilities being related to 
Latin America. 

Returning from a distinguished service of twenty 
years as a missionary to Korea, in 1926 Dr. Wasson 
joined the faculty of Southern Methodist University. 
He undertook duties as a mission board executive of 
the Southern Methodist Church in 1934, and in that 
capacity became well acquainted with Latin Amer- 
ica as a field of work. Dr. Wasson has visited many 
parts of Latin America and knows its problems and 
conditions from first-hand observation. He was a 
delegate to the great international missionary con- 
ference at Madras, India, in 1938, and has been a 
member of the Uniting Committee of the Methodist 
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Church. Until recently a resident of Nashville, 
Tenn., he begins leadership of the Committee on 
Coéperation in Latin America coincident with the 
establishment of residence and headquarters in New 
York City. 

Other officers of the Committee elected were: 


Dr. Charles S. Detweiler, Vice-Chairman; Secretary, 
American Baptist Home Mission Society. 


Miss Irene Sheppard, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. A. 


Mr. Robert R. Diefendorf, Treasurer. 
Miss Helen M. Eklund, Assistant Treasurer. 































































Vansart Presbyterian Church, Vansart, Virginia 





Hopewell Presbyterian Church, Maxie, Virginia 


CRADLED BETWEEN TWO LARGE MOUNTAINS OF THE 
Appalachian Range not far from the famous “Breaks 
of Cumberland,” are two beautiful little Presby- 
terian churches, silently standing as lighthouses along 
the Levisa River. These are the churches of Vansant 
and Hopewell. Their presence in the midst of the 
world about them bespeaks the vision, faith, labor, 
and patience in trying years gone by of a handful of 
fearless, faithful servants of our gracious Saviour. 

It is of their unique beginning that I want to write. 
I refer to the dedication of these splendid little build- 
ings to the service of God as houses of worship for 
the sons of God in this land of the mountains. How- 
ever it would be presumptuous, I think, and without 
due appreciation, if I should proceed to this before 
giving a brief but interesting sketch of the quarter 
of a century of missionary effort that lies behind 
their dedication. 

As Merriwether Lewis and William Clark pushed 
up the Missouri River to explore the vast regions of 
the Northwest for President Jefferson, so three 
decades ago another Clark, the Rev. Frank E. Clark, 
moved down the Levisa on muleback, into the moun- 


*Rev. P. O. Sartelle is pastor of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church, 
Buchanan County, Va. 
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A Unique 
Beginning 


By P. O. SARTELLE* 


tains of Buchanan County to search out and discover 
numbers of its scattered population for our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Here in Grundy, the county seat, he 
instituted a remarkable school for the children from 
these near-by hills. 

At the same time came the lumberman to the 
western hills of Virginia, cutting timber from the 
northernmost tip to the southernmost summit of this 
triangular section of the state. With him the popula- 
tion increased, as did the need for Sunday schools 
and preaching services to reach the souls of men. 
This need was readily met by the pioneer of the 
Grundy mountains. Toward the close of this time, 
there came, to a near-by field of work, the Rev. 
Howard M. Wilson, who later became pastor of the 
work at Grundy and erected there a manse for him- 
self and all future full-time pastors of this work. 

The lumberman had left, and the coal mining 
companies began to make known their intentions of 
taking this valuable product of God’s nature from 
these same hills. About this time a young lady be- 
came interested in the work and spent a summer 
with Mr. Wilson in Bible Schools up and down 
the Levisa. But a certain section particularly fasci- 
nated her, It was a hollow named for its small tribu- 
tary to the Levisa, Bull Creek. She started to minister 
to its three hundred people in their homes, setting 
before them the bread of life. Miss Frankie Brown- 
ing, affectionately called “Frankie” by all who knew 
her, was taken sick and died in a Richmond hospital, 
praying for this people and the work in their midst. 
Today there are over two thousand people living up 
Bull Creek, and in this section is the site of one of 
the above named churches. 

But we have run a bit ahead of our story. Mr. 
Wilson was succeeded by the Rev. C. Morton 
Hanna, another man of vision and faith, who came 
to Buchanan County after years of experience in 
settled work, to seek adventure in soul winning in 
what was still an evangelistic frontier in the Old 
Dominion. Within two years, dating up to the 
winter of 1940, Mr. Hanna has built two fine church 
buildings, not chapels but nice church buildings. 
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One is at the above mentioned place, Bull Creek. 
It is called Hopewell, and its evangelistic oppor- 
tunity consists of nearly three thousand people, 
most of whom are in the employ of a single coal 
company. The other lies to the east of Grundy in 
a thickly settled community called Vansant. Here 
Dr. Clark had established an outpost Sunday school, 
which Mr. Wilson, and still later Mr. Hanna, took 
over as a preaching appointment. To the work at 
Vansant must be added the name of a widely known 
evangelist, the Rev. Dan Graham, who conducted a 
series of fruitful services there upon which the 
organization of the church was founded; and the 
name of another worker, the Rev. Wilson Moore, 
who was effectively used there and who later went 
as a missionary to China. 

It is concerning these two churches that we have 
a record to write; a record that is, perhaps, unique 
in our Presbyterian history. Mr. Hanna seems to 
have a mind that runs in the line of being original; 
so when the presbytery was about to adjourn last 
spring, he invited the presbytery to hold its fall 
meeting with the little group of Grundy churches. 
The invitation was accepted. 

When the presbytery met, it was informed that in 
its two regular evening sessions, the presbytery 
would dedicate the two churches. It was so arranged 
that Rev. Howard M. Wilson and Dr. Frank E. 
Clark had two of the leading parts in the dedicatory 
services. At Vansant, Dr. Clark brought a remin- 
iscent message anchoring the present to the past. 
At the Hopewell Church, Mr. Wilson brought a 
challenging message, steering the present into the 
future. Mr. Wilson offered the dedicatory prayer 
at Vansant and Dr. Clark did the same at Hopewell. 
The whole Presbytery of Abingdon joined in the 
reading of the Dedicatory Litany at the regular 
Tuesday evening session at Vansant, and the regular 
Wednesday evening session at Hopewell. 

It was the writer’s privilege to have a part in both 
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Buchanan First Presbyterian Church, Grundy, Virginia 


services. As Mr. Hanna was not able to carry on with 
all of the work started and at the same time go on 
to build another church in another field, the Home 
Mission Committee, having a keen vision for prog- 
ress, saw the opportunity of placing another evan- 
gelistic pastor at Hopewell, the neediest of the 
three fields. Then the Hopewell Church, working 
in conjunction with the commission of the presby- 
tery, called the writer of this article to be their 
pastor. It was my singular privilege also to be in- 
stalled by the presbytery itself on the night of the 
dedication. We are enjoying the work at Hopewell 
and we are looking to the Lord to provide funds to 
build a manse next to the church, where the coal 
company has graciously given us a lot. This will 
permit us,to live right in the midst of the field, 
instead of having to live several miles away as at 
present. 

These are indeed fields of great need for the 
evangelistic and teaching ministeries of our Church, 
and you will be bearing a part of the burden by 
becoming a prayer partner for the Buchanan County 
work. 
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The Acid Test for Evangelism 


By FRANK C. BROWN* 


THERE IS NO EASTER THIS YEAR! PERHAPS THIS IS A 
rather startling statement. However, as far as our 
Church year is concerned, it is true. The Easter of 
nineteen hundred and forty was in March, and that 
of nineteen hundred and forty-one will be in April. 
Thus, that special day does not appear in our Church 
calendar for this year. It is, of course, well known 
that Presbyterians celebrate the resurrection of our 
Lord every Sabbath. However, in these latter years, 
we have come to depend a great deal upon the 
evangelistic campaign leading up to Easter Sunday. 
I am not in any way passing a criticism upon this 
for I think it is well for us to take advantage of any 
day if, by doing so, we can increase the interest of 
our Church work or bring souls to Christ. These 
facts emphasize the statement which I made at the 
beginning, that we will not have the advantage of 
such a season during this Church year. 

Since these facts obtain, what are we going to do 
about it? Are we to be satisfied to wait for the 
observance of the Easter season in April and thus 
miss a great opportunity in the present Church 
year? Is it right for us to become dependent upon 
certain seasons for our evangelistic work? Is it not in 
a way the line of least resistance for us and a tempta- 
tion to rely too much upon such occasions? Let us 
earnestly think about this and analyze our own per- 
sonal feelings, and then let us relate these to the 
work of the Church and be frank in our conclusions. 

The acid test for evangelism for our Church this 
year, then, is for us to win souls by some other 
method than by depending upon an Easter cam- 
paign. We were very happy over the results of last 
year. Is there any reason why this year, even with- 
out an Easter, could not bring as large results or 
greater results if we would apply ourselves and were 
true to our Christ? What will be the results when 
the figures of the year’s work are all in the column 
pertaining to additions by profession? The Assem- 
bly’s Committee on Evangelism has sent out, 
through its Chairman, Dr. Richardson, another fine 
report. It is our earnest hope that every suggestion 
made in that report will be followed out by our va- 
rious churches. 

There are three major objectives which are pre- 
sented in this report of the Committee on Evangel- 


*Rev. Frank C. Brown, D.D., pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Dallas, Texas, Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
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ism which I wish to emphasize and to which I draw 
your special attention. 

I. The first of these objectives is to make an effort 
to reduce the large number of churches which last 
year had no additions by profession in their report. 
The records of the General Assembly give us the 
distressing information that there were eleven hun- 
dred and eighty-nine churches that last year gave a 
blank in this column of the year’s report. It is our 
earnest hope that through the Synods’ and Presby- 
teries’ Committees on Evangelism these churches 
may be reached through pastors, officers, or lay 
members, and that a real effort be’ made to win some 
souls to Christ and thus take the names of these 
churches from these lists. In some instances, there 
may be no pastor, nor officers, and perhaps not 
more than one or two members. However, in obedi- 
ence to our Lord’s injunction of witnessing, it would 
surely be possible for even one member to win at 
least one more in a year’s time. I most sincerely hope 
that a real effort be made by these churches. This is 
not by way of criticism, but is simply an expression 
of earnest prayer. I believe much work can be done 
in this respect through prayer and consecrated 
effort. 

II. The second major objective is to continue the 
work which has been done so efficiently the last few 
years in the establishment of more outpost Sunday 
schools. Our Assembly has made a fine record re- 
cently through the lore of the director and com- 
mittees working on this, and many of our churches 
have taken a forward step by catching the vision of 
reaching the unchurched. I sincerely hope that 
every church will make an effort to establish at least 
one outpost Sunday school, Not only does this mean 
much to those who are reached by these schools, but 
it also means much to the church that does the work. 
Thousands of souls have been born into the King- 
dom of God through this effort, and many more 
should be brought this year. 

III. The third objective is the special effort for 
Personal Evangelism scheduled for the months of 
January, February, and March of this Church year. 
This period is already upon us. I trust that the neces- 
sary preparation has been made, that committees 
have been formed, that prayer meetings are being 
held, that prospective lists have been adopted, and 
that a real effort is being made to carry out this part 
of the program of evangelism. Is it too much to hope 
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that this will be the greatest a of personal 
evangelism our Church has ever known in its his- 
tory? Why not? There could be no more appro- 

riate time for such than now when the whole world 
needs Christ as never before. Shall we permit this 
opportunity to pass in our own great Church with- 
out making every effort? There are still thousands 
of people within our Southland who have never 
made a profession of faith in Christ. They are some- 
one’s obligation. We have a right to say that they 
may be yours as pastors and members of our 
churches. I beseech you, as Christian brethren, that 
you use this period of time as never before in your 
churches,:and have the joy which is unparalleled in 
seeing many souls brought to Christ. February and 
March are the two months when this definite work 


is to be done, and I do most earnestly call your 
attention to this. 


The end of the Church year is rapidly approach- 
ing. It is our hope, of course, that we may have 
many other years to work for Christ. However, we 
are sure of this opportunity, and the Lord’s work 
requires haste. What shall we do about the “other 
sheep” of His, who have not yet been brought into 
the fold? When He saw the multitudes, He had 
compassion upon them, for they were as sheep with- 
out a shepherd, Can we be true to Him and not also 
have compassion? 


May God richly bless each pastor, officer, and 
member of our churches as all face the acid test of 
evangelism. 





Have You Seen Mexico? 


By FORREST L. KNAPP* 


| HAVE—A LITTLE OF IT; AND SO I LOOK FORWARD 
enthusiastically to spending some more time there 
next summer. 

But there will be two reasons for going. One is 
to see again that very interesting country. The 
other is to attend the International Congress on 
Christian Education to be held in Mexico City on 
July 16-20, 1941. 

The World’s Sunday School Association is spon- 
soring the Congress. Although the wars prevent the 
holding of a regular world’s convention just now, 
the Congress will be international. Delegates from 
many lands are being invited. 

The program will be appropriate for such a 
meeting. One question to be considered is this: 
What can Christian education do to grow the kind 
of world which will not know the troubles we are 
now having? And there will be lasting inspiration 
from the fellowship and helpful suggestions in the 
discussions. 

The participants in the program will include many 
of the ablest leaders in Christian education and re- 
lated fields in many countries. 

And, of course, it will be an experience long to 


*General Secretary, World’s Sunday School Association. 


be remembered to see Mexico City, the market 
scenes, the “floating gardens” at Xochimilco, the 
famous paintings of Diego Rivera in Cuernavaca, 
the pyramid of the sun at Teotihuacan, the beauty 
of Taxco, and, most important of all, the people of 
Mexico. We can become friends with our neighbors 
to the south. 

Limited auditorium facilities and other factors 
make it impossible to issue a general invitation to all 
to attend the Congress. If you are interested, write 
to Dr. E. D. Grant, Presbyterian Building, Rich- 
mond, Va. He may be able to nominate you for an 
invitation from the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion. 

Round-trip railway rates in the summer of 1940 
(they are not yet announced for 1941) are illustrated 
by the following: Chicago, $91.05; Los Angeles, 
$85.50; New York, $129. 55; New Orleans, $71.20; 
Cleveland, $110.75. (Pullman is extra). 

Hotel rates in Mexico City in the summer vary 
from about $2.50 a day up (with a few rooms at 
lower prices). Meals are inexpensive for a city. 


The registration fee for the Congress will be $5.00. 


If you wish to be nominated for an invitation, it 
will be wise to act at once. 
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Budget Receipts—April 1, 1939—January 1, 1940 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1940—January 1, 1941 


Increase for nine months 
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$47,677.50 
47,997.87 
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Churches of Distinction “C” Group 


By HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN 


THE SPIRITUAL BIRTH RATE OF THE GENERAL As- 
sembly for the Presbyterian Church, U. S., last year 
was 4.9%. This was the highest since 1925, when 
it was 5.5%. This was to be expected at that time 
because of the high Sunday-school enrollment. In 
1924 the Sunday-school enrollment was 96 for every 
100 church members, but in 1939, the year preceding 
the Evangelistic Crusade, it was only 84. The high 
spiritual birth rate for 1940 is due probably to two 
principal factors—there were two Easters in the last 
Church year, and the Evangelistic Crusade was 
fairly generally observed. 

Many of our larger churches receive most of their 
additions on profession of faith during the Easter 
season. This Church year will have no Easter. The 
Evangelistic Crusade evidently had much to do with 
the satisfactory results last year. The question nat- 
urally arises—“How can we make this permanent?” 


I believe that this question can be answered if more 
of our churches would emulate the example, 
methods, and programs of the churches listed below, 
especially those marked with stars. The starred 
churches indicate that they are enjoying annually 
the blessing of God in the salvation of the lost. * 

Easter or no Easter, Evangelistic Crusade or no 
Evangelistic Crusade, when the Sunday-school en- 
rollment runs high, the spiritual birth rate will be 
high. Year after year these starred churches reap the 
harvest from sowing the seed of God’s Word in the 
hearts of neglected people. 

The Churches of Distinction in the “C” Group 
have a membership of 200 or more, report a Sunday- 
school enrollment larger than their church member- 
ship, have contributed to at least four benevolent 
causes, and have a spiritual birth rate of 5% or more. 
The following is the list: 











Synod Presbytery Church or Group Pastor Mem. Enr. P.F. B.R. 
pe ee TON 5 ates sons aloud oes ****Burgett Mem’! Gr.James E. Cook....... 212 277 13 6 
North Alabama...... ***** Anniston Central.J. E. Stauffer........ 273 = 1051 27 9 

APPALACHIA. ..... 0.006056 Abingdon............ **Rock Spring Gr....D. R. Greenhoe...... 287 309 16 5 
wer"ovel Oak.s.<:..:: 1 Wa MiePall. 5.0% 525 591 74 14 

Glade Spring... . <<... Fl... M. WiHeon.. 2.2% 558 669 49 8 

PAROUMNE . bos cocoon wee"*Bilack Mountain.G. F. Bell. ..... 2.0.0 247 272 26 10 

a er ee oeee*Newport Gr... .. ey, Se 259 486 22 8 

Micaville Gr......... Walter K. Keys...... 261 392 17 6 

NEE ERE. «G00 5 ¥% H. H. Thompson..... 1114 1148 71 6 

"Com Sprite... .....- D. F. Waddell....... 214 291 22 10 

***Cove Creek Gr....John W. Young...... 204 430 68 33 

Knoxville............***Chattanooga 1st... James L. Fowle...... 1709 2015 114 6 

*Littic Brick... ... a A ee 378 561 20 5 

*Fountain City.......Fred S. McCorkle.... 297 484 18 6 

werparter Gass. 65 6. S.M. Wole. .6.055... 224 396 32 14 

POUANGAS. 6 .bsjii0 csc 0r eS **Graham Mem’..... ae ee 334 17 5 
OMAR cases ccs een NNER cif 25 ***Wallace Mem’!... . / A. Clarke Dean...... 203 210 12 5 

PICTAPMMEB. oto Sie's-So sak **#**St. Petersburg 

Sncnhnhiehiess > 4.4 f. R. Barnard... ..... 329 462 20 6 

***Shenandoah....... Daniel Iverson....... 848 1029 98 11 

****Seminole Heights.L. E. McEldowney... 204 233 31 15 

: ys, ee | oe oo a 277 287 32 11 

; SUWANNEE. 66. noc ec **Murray Hill........Chas. S. Spencer. .... 209 233 19 9 
ET PR eee ee Te A | MR 238 268 27 11 
PRN a oor oranda eee ***Ormewood Park...W. E. Crane......... 384 460 37 9 

*Morningside........ John B. Dickson. .... 480 561 38 7 

Pryor Gtrect......... A, ix EE ies 453 505 58 12 

fo eee ee ‘218 258 19 8 

. Peachtree Rd........ =] hee 416 451 38 9 

: ii dn aed **L ow Cabin......... F. R. Horme......... Ss a TF 
KENTUCKY...............Muhlenburg......... ****Bevier Gr........ =. & * eee 211 wa 2s Ff 








*Churches of Distinction for two years. 
**Churches of Distinction for three years. 
***Churches of Distinction for four years. 
****Churches of Distinction for five years. 
*****Churches of Distinction for six years, 
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When One’s Child Is Not Popular 


A Clinic for Parents 


By PERCY R. and MYRTLE H. HAYWARD* 


ONE WOMAN’S PROBLEM 


A conscientious mother in a suburban town was greatly disturbed last year because her daughter of 
thirteen was not popular with her companions. The girls the mother wanted her to chum with would not 
come to her parties. School companions disliked her because she was bossy, and for other reasons. The 
mother was in a general slump of worry and distraction over it. 


THREE PATHS PARENTS CHOSE 


In a similar difficulty two par- 
ents scolded, put the blame on 
the child, exaggerated the impor- 
tance of popularity, made the 
girl feel inferior, and so only 
made a bad situation worse, with 
twists in personality that could 
never be completely overcome, 
even with much effort. 


In another home the parents paid 
no attention to the matter, were 
not aware of the need or prob- 
lem and let things work out by 
luck, with good results for one 
child and very Five for the 
other. (This incidentally is the 
method, or lack of method fol- 
lowed by most of us.) 


WHAT IS YOUR PATH? 


The mother mentioned above 
talked with the girl’s teachers in 
school and church and got their 
co6peration, gave up trying for 
friends from “the Joneses” and 
cultivated playmates from her 
own level, talked about the 
“bossy” habits, and cultivated 
other wholesome interests, so as 
not to over-emphasize social in- 
terests. Now the girl is getting 
along well. 


Are you most like the parents in Group 1 above? Group 2? Or Group 3? If like Group 2, what could 
you do to move over into the third? If your children are not yet old enough for this problem of thirteen 
or so, what are you doing now to guard against such dangers later? What about those who say that the 
way a child of six gets along with six-year-olds foreshadows the way he will get along with others at 


high school, and college, and later? 


*Co-authors, “The Home and Christian Living” (Westminster Press) and “Achieving a Christian Home Today” (Cokesbury Press.) 
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FoR THE ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONSECUTIVE 
year the Church will observe a Day and Week of 
Prayer for Schools, Colleges, and Youth. This sea- 
son will fall on Sunday, February 23, 1941, and the 
preceding week. 

It was the purpose of the founders of this Day and 
Week that prayer should be made for students in 
both our own Church colleges, and in State and 
independent institutions of higher education as well. 
It was conceived of also as a time when Christians 


Day of Prayer for Schools and Colleges 


everywhere should pray the Lord of the harvest, 
that He send forth laborers into His harvest. 

Surely this year there will be a humble and ex- 
pectant observance of the Day at Church, Sunday 
school, Family Altar, and Private Closet. Write 
to the Presidents of the Presbyterian colleges of 
your Synod and to the pastor of the State colleges 
and university of your state, for information for 
your use and for encouragement of them in their 
work. 





O Gob, GREAT AND WONDERFUL, WHO HAST CREATED 
the heavens, dwelling in the light and beauty there- 
of; who hast made the earth, revealing Thyself in 
every flower that opens; let not mine eyes be blind 
to Thee, neither let mine heart be dead, but teach 
me to praise Thee even as the lark which offereth 
her song at daybreak. 


—Sr. Ismpore. 
_ * om 


But there’s a power which man can wield 
When mortal aid is vain, 

That Eye, that Arm, that Love to reach, 
That listening Ear to gain. 


That power is prayer, which soars on high, 
Through Jesus to the throne, 
And moves the Hand which moves the world, 
To bring salvation down. 
—Joun A. WALLACE. 
.. = 


We treat God with irreverence by banishing 
Him from our thoughts, not by referring to His 
will on slight occasions. There is nothing so small 
but that we may honor God by asking His guidance 
of it, or insult Him by taking it into our own hands. 

—Joun RuskIN. 
x” * * 

Prayer is the peace of our spirit, the stillness of 
our thoughts, the evenness of our recollection, the 
seat of our meditation, the rest of our cares and the 
calm of our tempest. Prayer is the issue of a quiet 
mind, of untroubled thoughts; it is the daughter of 
charity and the sister of meekness. 


—JeEREMY TAYLOR. 
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Some Thoughts on Prayer 





“Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you.” 


—TI Samuel 12:23. 
* * * 


When He takes your work away and bids you no 
longer to do good and obedient things, but only to 
be good and obedient, surely that is not the death 
of faith. That may be faith’s transfiguration. You 
can be idle for Him, if so He wills, with the same 
joy with which you once labored for Him. 


—Puiiuirs Brooks. 


* * * 


We commend to Thy fatherly goodness all those 
who are in any ways afflicted or distressed in mind, 
body, or estate; that it may please Thee to comfort 
and relieve them according to their several necessi- 
ties; giving them patience under their sufferings, and 
a happy issue out of all their afflictions. 


—Book of Common Prayer. 


* * * 


Prayer is the greatest force that we can wield. It 
is the greatest talent which God has given us. There 
is a democracy in this matter. We may differ among 
ourselves as to our wealth, as to our social position, 
as to our educational equipment, as to native ability, 
as to our inherited characteristics; but in the matter 
of exercising the greatest force that is at work in the 
world today, we are on the same footing. 


—Joun R. Morr. 
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Looking Backward 


F. WISHART* 


By CHARLES 


A FAMOUS ITALIAN STATESMAN OF THE LAST CENTURY 
once said, “All great reforms consist of a return to 
the beginnings of things.” He meant, I think, that as 
institutions grow older, they tend to lose the fine 
glow of idealism and enthusiasm of youth, to merge 
into the weary sophistication—even the disillusion- 
ments—which come with the passing years. We 
might do well, therefore, to take a backward look 
through two generations at the little picture of the 
beginnings of this college. 

It was, indeed, a day of small things: one building, 
a little bit of apparatus, a few books in the library, 
a handful of students to be taught by a half-dozen 
professors. But what teachers they were! And what 
faith, spiritual vision, fidelity, and stalwart courage 
marked those small beginnings! Out of them came 
an institution which numbers its students by the 
hundreds, its faculty by the scores, its alumni and 
ex-students by many thousands, its eminent sons and 
daughters having gone all over the world as min- 
isters, missionaries, teachers, scientists, doctors, 
lawyers, men and women of every profession under 
the sun which is honest. 

It would be interesting to note the wider back- 
grounds of this beginning. The War between the 
States was but five years past. Post-war recklessness, 
bitterness, and intense partisanship were in the air. 
Let us draw the veil of silence over the story of 
official corruption in Washington during that period. 
At that very hour the Germans were just three days 
out of Paris. Five days before, Napoleon III had sur- 
rendered, abdicated his throne, and, amid the wreck- 
age of the Second Empire, the beginnings of the 
French Republic were under way. The Franco- 
Prussian war was soon to see German soldiers camp- 
ing in Paris, even as we see them there today. 

In such a time, with America torn by post-war 
bitterness and corrupt politics; with a continental 
war raging across the Atlantic; with giant industrial 
and speculative movements getting under way; with 
busy men buying and selling and cheating, loving 
and hating; with the sporting world and the theatri- 
cal world trying in vain to make men forget the 
misery of the last decade; and yet, with good men, 


*Dr. Charles F. Wishart is President of The College of Wooster, 
Wooster, Ohio. The following article is abridged from an address 
made at the opening convocation of the college, September 18, 1940. 
It is printed here because it sums up in a fine way the best in both 
the past and in the present opportunity of the Church college. . As 
you read it, think of the Presbyterian Colleges of the South and 
thank God and take courage. 
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faithful men, and praying women, standing firm 
against the tide of godlessness, dreaming great 
dreams, catching the vision of something better, 
willing to stake their lives on it, ready to shed the 
last drop of their blood that the Kingdom of God 
might come on earth—in such a time as this, this 
college was born. 

Seventy years have passed by, and the wheel of 
history has made its round and shown us its tragic 
repetitions. Once more America is torn by post-war 
disillusionments, by factional bitterness, by racial 
and creedal hatreds. Once more, the Germans have 
thundered at the gates of Paris, and Europe is deci- 
mated by continental wars. Once more, selfishness 
and hatred and fear have done their devilish work. 
Once more, therefore, I summon you to the same 
courage, the same high idealism, the same refusal to 
be daunted by outward circumstances, the same in- 
tellectual integrity, the same spiritual devotion which 
marked the beginnings of things on this campus. 

Well do I know that in the shadow of these dark 
times it is easy for young people to become de- 
featists. It is easy to cry, “What's the use of getting 
an education? What’s the use of anything? What's 
the meaning of it all if civilization is to be swallowed 
up in sheer barbarism?” Happily there is some deep 
instinct within us which will not permit a normal 
young man or young woman to hold that attitude 
for any length of time. Happily, too, those of us 
who have read history know that there is a God of 
history whose plans work out in the end; only it 
takes longer to work them out than our impatience 
will permit. Perhaps none of us here will see the 
end, will “reach a hand through time and catch the 
far-off interest of our present tears.” But, in the end, 
civilization is going to be saved, and you may havea 
hand in it. That is your challenge. In the Old Testa- 
ment story of Esther, old Mordecai, her kinsman, 
says to her at a critical time: 

“For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this 
time, then will relief and deliverance arise .. . from 
another place, but thou and thy father’s house will 
perish; and who knoweth whether thou art not come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

I believe the first duty which a young man or 
young woman owes to our country right now is to 
get an education. We will need all the brains, all 
the intelligence, all the balance, all the idealism, all 
the courage and Christian faith which college people 
can acquire, and which most of them do acquire, if 
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we are to counteract the selfishness, hysteria, blind 
panic, and hard militarism of this time. I quote you 
here from an eminent authority: 


“Reports have reached me that some young people 
who had planned to enter college this fall, as well as 
a number of those who attended college last year, 
are intending to interrupt their education at this 
time because they feel that it is more patriotic to 
work in a shipyard, or to enlist in the army or navy, 
than it is to attend college. Such a decision would be 
unfortunate. 


“We must have well-educated and intelligent 
citizens who have sound judgment in dealing with 
the difficult problems of today. We must also have 
scientists, engineers, economists, and other people 
with specialized knowledge, to plan and to build for 
national defense as well as for social and economic 
progress. Young people should be advised that it is 
their patriotic duty to continue the normal course 
of their education, unless and until they are called, 
so that they will be well prepared for greatest use- 
fulness to their country. They will be promptly 


notified if they are needed for other patriotic serv- 
ices.” ; 

These are the wise words of the President of the 
United States. 

But there are also other voices, clear, and high, 
which come to us out of the sacred past, of those 
who have passed through the shadows out into the 
eternal light. ‘There are, indeed, a great cloud of wit- 
nesses. A great cloud of witnesses, summoning us to 
fight the good fight, as did they, and to lay hold 
upon eternal life. I close with the words of the great 
Goethe: 

“Here eyes do regard you 
From Eternity’s stillness; 
Here is all fullness, 
Ye brave, to reward you. 
Work and despair not.” 


May we, with health of body, vigor of mind, and 
coéperative goodwill, pursue our studies to the glory 
of God, the advancement of sound learning, and the 
preparation of intellect and heart for the service of 
our fellowmen. 
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Let me go. I live but once. 

Then live! 

Just so! This is the life! 

It is death. 

Ha! The Life! Here’s to the Life! 

Can’t you understand? 

I cannot understand you. 

Learn by the experience of others. Read 
history. 

Every generation did what I do. 

And suffered. Can’t you understand? 
There is a gulf between us. 

Can’t you reason? 

There is different blood in our reasoning. 
Shall I use force? 

You don’t know how strong I am. 


YOUTH 
AGE 
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AGE 
YOUTH 
AGE 
YOUTH 


AGE 
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The gulf is wide. 
And no bridge—-What makes your eyes 
look so hungry and why do your hands 
press upon your heart? 
I love you so. 
You what? 
I am happy in making you happy; I suffer 
when you sin. 
You sacrifice for me? 
I give my life to give you life. 
But why? 
I love you; you are mine. 
I see—the bridge. Give me your hand. God 
help me to understand. 
—From The Christian Century. 
Used by permission. 
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Budget Receipts—April 1, 1939—January 1, 1940 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1940—January 1, 1941... 


Increase for nine months 
Decrease from other sources. ._. 


Net decrease 


FEBRUARY 1941 


. $65,898.24 
70,042.29 


$ 4,144.05 
8,130.37 


$ 3,986.32 
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Thinking Straight 
On 
My Task In Evangelism 


By PAXTON M. CRAWFORD* 


IN ATTEMPTING TO THINK STRAIGHT ON THIS ALL- 
important subject of evangelism, the first prelimi- 
nary step is to realize that it is the obligation of 
every Christian to witness in the best and most ef- 
fective way possible. Christ said, “Ye shall be wit- 
messes unto me.” The last two words set the standard 
for evangelism. Regardless of whether our witness 
is that of life, of word, or of work, it is effective and 
fruitful only as it is done unto Him and for His 
glory. 

The next step to be faced is a personal one. Am I 
willing to surrender self and personal desires to the 
extent necessary for me to give the best and most 
effective witness unto Christ? This may involve 
giving up pleasures and pursuits good in themselves, 
but which crowd out or stifle desire for personal 
witnessing. This brings us to face the question of 
values. What is the most important business of a 
Christian? What really comes first in my own life? 

Having settled this question, and in so far as I 
know my own heart, being willing to undertake my 
task in evangelism to the best of my ability, under 
the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit, I am 
now ready to face that task with its implications. 

Before undertaking any task, it is desirable to ex- 
amine its nature and scope, and then determine how 
it may best be accomplished. Christ said, “Lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest.” The task then is imminent and 
it is urgent. “The laborers are few.” It is important 
that these few work at top speed if the task is to be 
accomplished. At the same time an important part 
of the task is to pray that more laborers be sent. 
The task is large. “The field is the world.” 

If we are thinking straight on the urgency and the 
scope of this task, we have arrived at an inescapable 
conclusion, The time is 70w, not just to talk about 
evangelism, nor advance theories as to how to do it, 
but to act. If we are filled with the sense of the 
urgency of it, then our every act and thought will 


*Mrs. Francis R. Crawford, Farmville, Virginia. 
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in some way bear upon the accomplishment of the 
task. We need not take time discussing whether it is 
better to let one’s life bear witness, or whether we 
should speak a personal word for Christ. We will be 
concerned to the extent that our lives and our words 
will both bear witness unto Him. If in our own 
hearts we are giving Him the glory, our lives and 
words will radiate that fact to those with whom we 
come in contact. If we really love God and love our 
neighbor (one love is not complete without the 
other), we will do all we can to help that neighbor 
love Him too. It will not be a question as to what 
method is best, but am I doing all that I can to win 
that one for Christ? 

The implications of the task are far-reaching. It 
must begin right where we are, but it does not stop 
there. The hardest place perhaps is right at home, 
where we are known so well. But remember that we 
are not claiming anything for ourselves, but the wit- 
ness is always “unto him,” and to what He has done 
and will do for those who come to Him. Evangel- 
ism is the end and the aim of all our church activ- 
ities. My task may be so to plan or conduct an auxil- 
0d or circle program that it may reach out and 
help someone who needs it. My task, in attending 
church is not merely to receive spiritual uplift for 
myself, but to pass it on to someone else who may be 
helped by it. My task is also to lift my eyes beyond 
the immediate and pressing needs at hand, and real- 
ize the broad scope of the Father’s love for the 
whole world. My task is to share in every way 
within my power in the giving of His gospel to 
the whole world. 

In short, my task in evangelism, when thinking 
straight along the line laid down in God’s Holy 
Word, may be summed up from His Word as 
follows: 


John 15:16 “I have chosen ... that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit.” 

Acts 1:8 “Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” 

I Chron. 29:5 “Who then is willing to consecrate 
his service this day unto the Lord?” 

Luke 10:27 “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, ... and thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” 

Mark 16:15 “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” 


My task in evangelism, therefore, is appointed by 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 





Christ 
with 1 
man, 

earth. 


The 


of 
Febr 


THE | 
of the 
seems 
one o 
a cha! 
that ¢ 
work 
Th 
Worl 
This — 
ten di 
aroun 
one 0 
occasi 
that a: 
to sul 
count 
race, 
the K 
Fol 
on th 
hours 
will b 
each, 
Orien 
be pre 
tians } 
the ot 
Island 
Interr 
Arctis 
The 
is in 
vision 
are th 
who ; 
in ou 
and p 
in the 
that s 
may | 


FEBR 











aly 








Christ Himself,—to bear witness unto Him, now, 
with willing heart, filled with love for both God and 
man, and reaching out even unto the ends of the 
earth. 





The World Day 


of Prayer 
February 28, 1941 


Tue Woritp Day oF PRAYER IS FAST BECOMING ONE 
of the leading events in the Christian year. And it 
seems that in 1941, more than ever, this day will be 
one of great significance, for the world situation is 
a challenge to the Church of Christ and demands 
that Christians pray, and pray unitedly, for the 
work of the Kingdom. 

The program this year has been prepared by the 
World Day of Prayer Committee at Shanghai, China. 
This Committee, composed of women of eight or 
ten different nationalities, has prepared the program 
around the theme, “Thy Kingdom Come,” and it is 
one of the finest programs ever provided for this 
occasion. There is great inspiration in the thought 
that as the day of February 28 continues, from dawn 
to sunset, Christian women from more than fifty 
countries of the world, without regard to color or 
race, will be praying together for the coming of 
the Kingdom of God. 

Following the course of the sun, as we go to bed 
on the evening of February 27 and through the 
hours of that night, the first observance of this day 
will begin in the Fiji Islands and New Zealand; then 
each, in their own tongue, nation by nation, the 
Orient, Europe, Africa, both the Americas, will also 
be praying (perhaps in groups or as individual Chris- 
tians in their homes) until, at the end of forty hours, 
the observance of this day will close on St. Lawrence 
Island, off the coast of Alaska, thirty miles from the 
International Date Line and thirty miles from the 
Arctic Circle! 

. The picturesque beauty of these many worshippers 
is in itself a source of inspiration to Christians of 
vision, but, on that day, let us not forget that there 
are thousands of faith-filled disciples of our Lord 
Who are joining with us, praying that there may be 
in our own lives something of the astonishing beauty 
and power of Christ our Saviour, that there may be 
in the Church of Christ a revival of faith and service 
that shall sweep the world for Him, and that there 
may soon come to every nation of the world the 
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reign of righteousness and peace through Christ, the 

Prince of Peace. 

Let us, O women of the Church, give full promo- 
tion to the observance of this day, and seek to enlist 
the interest and participation of all Christian women 
of every denomination, The following materials 
for the World Day of Prayer are available: 

World Day of Prayer Program for Adults and 
Young People—“Thy Kingdom Come.” 2 cents 
each, $2.00 per hundred. 

The Call to Prayer, free (in limited quantities). 

Poster (17 X 22), § cents. 

Handbook for Chairman responsible for program 
meeting, ro cents. (This booklet contains promo- 
tion and publicity suggestions, two new radio 
programs for use on your local station; suggested 
programs for rural areas, children’s meetings, 
prayer groups, etc.) 

Place your order for this material before February 
15, 1941. Order from Committee on Woman's 
Work, Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Georgia. 


The 1941-1942 Auxiliary 
Bible Study Plans 


THE PLAN OF AUXILIARY BiBLe StuDy FOR 1941-1942 
is to include Personal Bible Reading, Circle Bible 
Readings, and an intensive study of at least five 
hours. 

The Personal Bible Reading booklet will again 
be planned to bring to light the truths of God’s 
Word through the question and answer method of 
Bible study. The booklet will present Scripture pas- 
sages for daily reading on the general subject of 
PRAYER, which is the subject for the Circle Bible 
Readings for the year, and on the subjects of the 
International Sunday School series. This booklet is 
to be printed in two colors, the passages that contain 
teachings on PRAYER, with questions to bring to light 
at least one truth on this subject, will be printed in 
red, while the Scripture and questions which con- 
tribute only to the Sunday-school lessons will be 
printed in black. 

The Circle Bible Readings for the year will pre- 
sent brief topical studies on the general subject of 
PRAYER. These Circle Bible Readings are being pre- 
pared by Bible leaders throughout the Assembly. 
The Circle Bible Readings for the year will be avail- 
able in booklet form; these Circle Readings will also 
be printed in leaflets and sent monthly to all sub- 
scribers to Circle Program literature. 

The Auxiliary intensive Bible study is to be the 
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Life and First Epistle of Peter. This series of studies 
is being prepared by Rev. Julian Price Love, Ph.D., 
of Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 
This series will contain from five to six studies, and 
is recommended for use sometime during the last 
half of the Church year 1941-42. 

Surely the coming year holds for us rich blessings 
through the study of God’s Word. All who per- 
sonally seek fellowship with God daily, and share in 
opportunities for group study of the Bible in Sun- 
day-school classes, circle groups, and in the auxiliary 
intensive Bible study class will be greatly encouraged 
in life, renewed in hope, and strengthened in faith to 
take God at His word and claim His power for self, 
His Church, and the needy world. 

The 1941-1942 Auxiliary Bible Study materials 
will be available after February 15, 1941. Further 
information regarding Bible study for next year 
will be found in the Church Papers. 





February in the 
Woman's Auxiliary 


THE CIRCLE PROGRAM 
topic: “How Build a Christian Community” 


One of the fascinating and most popular radio 
programs of today is known as “The Man in the 
Street.” The “microphone man” invites the “man in 
the street” to express his views, attitudes, and opin- 
ions on important questions and problems of the day. 
Such opinions of the laity are most valuable—in fact 
they are the barometer of a nation’s thinking many 
times. Just so has the writer of the article, “How 
Build a Christian Community,” which appeared in 
the January issue of the PREsBYTERIAN SuRVEY, given 
something that grips the attention of every one 
whose eye falls upon the pages carrying her message. 
As “the woman in the pew,” Mrs. Andrew Dale, im- 
mediate past president of the Woman’s Auxiliary of 
the Synod of Tennessee, has shared through this 
article the thinking of the serious minded church 
woman on the questions, problems, ills, and the 
ideals which her heart and mind have debated, and 
for which she and others are earnestly trying to seek 
and find a solution. 

This building a Christian community is a big 
problem. It is no scientific engineering feat—but, as 
Mrs. Dale points out, it is the “putting into practice 
Christ’s teachings.” This is a most timely article. It 
has been written from the viewpoint of “one of the 
members” as she views hers or any community. 
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It should stimulate a Round Table Discussion that 
will stand out preéminently in the year’s cycle of 
discussions. Mrs. Dale has, through the article, pro- 
vided for an intelligent, serious, yet definitely prac- 
tical, application of the theme and motto of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary for this year—“Christian Love 
in Action,” and “Let us put our love into deeds and 
make it real.” 

In the same issue of the Survey, complementing 
the article by Mrs. Andrew Dale, was an additional 
article on “Some Pronouncements of the General 
Assembly Concerning the Church and Society To- 
day.” These pronouncements were taken from the 
Minutes of General Assembly from 1935 to 1940. 

The Helps for this program, which are included 
in the Year Book Program material, will show the 
importance of being informed on these pronounce- 
ments. Every reader of the Survey is urged to read 
carefully and prayerfully both articles. 


THE AUXILIARY PROGRAM 
topic: “Christian Giving” 


How timely that our Church’s Program calls for 
a study and observance of STEWARDSHIP in February, 
just when the Church has brought or is in the proc- 
ess of bringing to a close one of the most important 
Mission Seasons the Church has ever emphasized. 

February 2 to 9 has been set aside for the Week 
of Self Denial and Prayer for the Joint Missions 
Season. Stewardship follows in the Church Program 
emphasis. The program material deals with the 
principle, standard, and motives of Christian giving. 
It presents man as a steward, and suggests how 
Christian giving should be the result of recognizing 
and acknowledging stewardship. It emphasizes the 
great need in the life of every Christian to daily con- 
sider the fact of God’s ownership. Three factors in 
stewardship which must be taken into consideration 
are God’s ownership, man’s trusteeship, and the 
steward’s accountability. A study of this great sub- 
ject “Christian Giving,” either by active particips- 
tion in the presentation of the material or by conse- 
crated listening and application, should result in 


more generous answering to the financial needs of 
the Church. 


TO THE AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 


Some one has remarked that, “All great people 
were born and all important events take place in 
February.” Of course we know that such a remark 
is meant more for a pleasantry than for a statement 
of facts. But, even so, February is an important 
month because it is filled with many important 
events. Such fascinating nonsense as the “day” we 
have come to use a “barometer” to foretell the future 
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weather! And then such lovely days as St. Valen- 
tine’s, Lincoln’s birthday, and Washington’s birth- 
day, and perhaps other events of lesser importance. 
However delightful may be all these calendar events 
to the women of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, February holds a much more impor- 
tant occasion—namely that of the election of the 
officers in the Woman’s Auxiliary. Much more im- 
portant? Yes—because new leadership is taking hold 
of the work, perhaps a bit fearful because of the 
grave responsibilities, but none the less joyful be- 
cause of the great opportunities—leadership that is 
serving perhaps for the first time! 

These new officers will need your prayers, your 
whole-hearted coédperation. They will need your 
actual service. They cannot carry out the duties of 
their office without you. They can plan, but the real 
promotion and carrying through of those plans must 
be done by you! Realize—even magnify, if you 
wish—the importance of the follower! The finest 
leader in the world would be helpless unless there 
be followers. 

Auxiliary Membership, be present at the election 
of your officers. Cast your vote, pledge your alle- 
giance and codperation, rededicate yourself to serv- 
ice. Plan your daily schedule to include a special 
time when you will remember your officers in 
prayer by name! 

Silently, but firmly, resolve within your own heart 
that whenever one of these officers calls on you to 
render a service your answer will be—‘Yes, I'll be 
glad to do that for you.” 

Then, and only then, do leaders and followers 
catch the rEaL thrill of being co-workers together 
and co-laborers with Him! 





“Short Waves” 
from the Field 


FEBRUARY IS THE MONTH DESIGNATED BY OUR GEN- 
eral Assembly in which stEwarpDsHIP is to be em- 
phasized. Usually, in thinking and talking, and 
perhaps in the exercising of one’s stewardship, only 
money and time are taken into consideration. 

The “Short Waves” this month, therefore, offer 


thoughts from different sources on other phases of 
stewardship. 


The Stewardship of Opportunities: 


“Rarely does the call come to outstanding tasks, 
to world-famed sacrifice. Many there are among us 
who would gladly die for our Lord, but our faith- 
fulness is tested as we face petty trials, the grinding 
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toil, the monotonous, obscure tasks which are ours. 
Many and varied are the tasks which call us to serv- 
ice day by day. Are we willing to pay the price of 
weariness, of misunderstanding, the surrender of 
secret sins and petty selfishness, the sacrifice of 
worldly ambitions, for Christ’s sake?” 


The Stewardship of the Home: 


“There is a threefold stewardship which we might 
recognize with respect to the homes which God has 
given us. First, there is the simple living of our re- 
ligion. It is here that the ‘living epistles’ of our lives 
are scrutinized most critically, it is here that the 
candle of our influence shines most brightly or 
smokes and sputters most disagreeably. It is here that 
the proving of our faith by our works will be most 
effective and blessed with the most gratifying re- 
sults. Second, we are stewards of the manifold grace 
of God with respect to the training of those in the 
home whom He has entrusted to us. Third, we 
should make our homes a direct means for the ex- 
tension of the Kingdom.” 


The Stewardship of Prayer: 


“True prayer never stops with petition for one’s 
self. It reaches out for others in intercessory prayer. 
The Scripture commands us to pray, encourages us 
to pray, and tells us to pray for ALL men, and assures 
us that God answers prayer.” 


The Stewardship of Influence: 


“The stewardship of influence is the stewardship 
of unconscious shadow-casting. How we need to 
guard our own lives, our own messages lest the 
shadow they cast spread the wrong influence! Let 
us ask ourselves, “what kind of shadow does my life 
cast? How completely is my life overshadowed by 


Jesus Christ, His love, His world passion?” 


The Stewardship of Personality: 


“Personality counts so much in the enlistment 
problem. Just today I had a visit from a woman 
whom I had tried and tried to enlist and failed. But 
this year her circle chairman got hold of her; today 
she is actively enlisted for Christ. I thank God for 
every circle chairman who is using her personality as 
good steward to enlist others.” 


The Stewardship of the Gospel: 


“The stewardship of the gospel includes the call 
of a King to His people; it includes the call of the 
world in its need for what Christ alone can bring 
to it; it is the Macedonian call. May we give our- 
selves so devotedly to the task of soul-winning that 
many may be brought to know Him whom to know 
is life everlasting!” 


95 








































































































































































































































































He 








i 
{ 
| 
i 
i} 


Home Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church 


Indian Work 


INDIAN PRESBYTERY 
(In Oklahoma) 

Bacon, Rev. J. S., Beachton 
*Firebaugh, Rev. & Mrs. R. M., Hugo 
Frazier, Rev. R. L., Bennington 
Gardner, Rev. Oscar, Broken Bow 
Holden, Rev. John F., Wapanucka 
Hotchkin, Rev. E., Bennington 
James, Rev. & Mrs. Grady, Talihina 
Wolfe, Rev. Nelson, Fillmore 


OKLAHOMA 
PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Durant, Oklahoma 

tBramlett, Mr. Andrew 
Bramlett, Mrs. Andrew 
Hodgson, Miss Edith 
liams, Mrs. Mary 
McGee, Mrs. 5? Adams 
ett, Mrs. M. L. 

ylor, Miss Mar Lceeeee 
Teale. Mrs. O. 


GOODLAND INDIAN SCHOOL 
ag IE Oklahoma 

tMiller, Rev. E. 

Baldwin, Mr. ae Mrs. M.N. 
Bogan, Mr. L. E. 

Cassidy, Mr. Frank 

Dosh, Miss Rena 

Hogue, Miss Sammy 

Imes, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Jenner, Mr. and Mrs. Ned 
Melton, Miss Mary 
O’Bannon, Miss Lula Mae 
Pierce, Mr. George 

Stovall, Mrs. D. A. 


ALABAMA INDIANS 
Livingston, Texas 
Landry, Rev. Oscar F. 


Negro Work 


SNEDECOR 
MEMORIAL SYNOD 
Alabama 

Carter, Rev. Haley E., Mobile 
550 Cedar Avenue 
Compa, Rev. I. C. H., Montgomery 
bag a Street 
Harper, Rev. I. C., Selma 
sThomas, Rev. Peter L., Tuscaloosa 
Williams, Rev. F. H. M., Tuscaloosa 


Florida 
Hanson, Rev. J. H., DeFuniak Springs 


Georgia 
Fisher, Rev. Chas., Commerce 
Gideon, Rev. G. W., Atlanta 
928 Coleman Street, S. W. 
Mallard, Rev. J. R., Darien 
Roulhac, Rev. R. D., Thomasville 


Louisiana 

Bouchelion, Rev. Wm. H., Frierson 
Gipson, Rev. W. J., New Orleans 

2516 ome Street 
Haydel, raphy , Baton Rouge 

1E. gi Street 

Rice, ws. x W., Scotlandville 
Stull, Rev. J. C., Frierson 
White, Rev. J. H., Frierson 


Mississippi 
ay he ev. W. *s | = eae 
v. F.A., 
Carr, Rev. Jas. A ~ 
Flournoy, Rev. t "M., Columbus 
Gladney, Rev. Harvey, Waterford 
Preston, Rev. B., Hattiesburg 


Missouri 


Johnson, Rev. A. H., St. Louis 
1717 Goode Avenue 
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In Active Service (Section |) 


North Carolina 


Carr, Rev. Jawells, Rowland 
Wilkinson, Rev. A. J., Rowland 


South Carolina 
Armstrong, Rev. Anthony §&., 
Bishopville 
James, Rev. Robt. A., Dillon 
James, Rev. Thos. J., Hartsville 


Tennessee 


Jackson, Rev. Spencer, Nashville 
446 Eighth Avenue, N. 


Texas 


Boyce, Rev. J. H. M., Houston 
1312 Gregg Street 


STILLMAN INSTITUTE 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
tJackson, Mr. A. L. 
Baxter, Rev. J. E 
Clinisson, Miss Carnie 
Colson, Miss Eleanor 
Echols, Dr. W. G. 
Fancher, Miss D. B. 
Hayes, Miss Arline 
Jackson, Mrs. A. L 


O’Rourke, Mrs. Carrie 
Powell, Mrs. Mary 
» Miss Ruth D. 

Sikes, D M. 
nation, Miss Ruth E. 
Turner, Miss Beatrice 
Tyler, Mr. Chas. E. 

eaver, Mrs. Mattie 
Weaver, Mr. G. A., Jr. 
Witherspoon, Miss Sallie 
Wright, Mr. and Mrs. I. N. 


CITY MISSIONS 
Gideon, Rev. G. W., Atlanta, Ga. 
Pittsburg Mission 
Little, Rev. John, Louisville, Ky. 
Presbyterian Colored Missions 
Nunan, Rev. T. Russell 
New Orleans, La. 
Berean Community Center 
W. E. Orndoff, Richmond, Va. 
Seventeenth Street Mission 


Foreign 
Language Work 


TEXAS-MEXICAN 
PRESBYTERY 


(In Texas) 


Acevedo, Rev. C. C., Kingsville 
A e, Mr. Manuel, Corsicana 
Armendariz, Rev. M., San Benito 
Bello, Rev. E. Z., Houston 
813 Houston Avenue 
Comptes, Rev. R. D., Austin 
617 Wooltiridee Street 
Cantu, Rey. J.8&., eS Marcos 
Castaneda, Rev. E. P., New Braunfels 
Cavazos, Rev. D. G., New Gulf 
Cavazos, Rev. J. G., Corpus Christi 
315 Sam Rankin Street 
Franco, Rev. J. V., Southton 
Garcia, Rev. M. G., Houston 
7535 Avenue L 
Granados, Rev. Cruz, Victoria 
eee "Rev. C. 8., Austin 
209 E. Fighth Street 
Pe... Ren J. L.C., San Antonio 
‘411 Durango Street 
Hernandez, Rev. J. A > Popeerion 
Hernandez, Rev. L. e. 
Lugo, Rev. I I. §S., oo 


» Bay City 
Martinez, Rev. J. F, Taylor 
Olivares, "Rev. 1. C. ay "Laredo 
Ramirez, Rev. 8. G., Beeville 


Rugerio, Rev. F., San Antonio 

841 Lambrano Street 
Valenzuela, Rev. G. M., Harlingen 
Vera, Rev. D. G., Del Rio 


TEXAS-MEXICAN 
INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE 
Kingsville, Texas 

tMcLane, Rev. S. Brooks 
Bergvall, Mr. N. 
og Mr. and Mrs. Leroy 
Cobbs, Mr. 8. D. 
Craig, "Miss Mabel 
Dickinson, Mr. and Mrs. B. Y., Jr. 
Hamilton, Mr. Harry W., Jr. 
Johnson, Mr. Hugh 
McCain, Mrs. lee 
Seddon, Rev. E. A. J., Jr. 


PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL 
FOR MEXICAN GIRLS 
Taft, Texas 

tMurray, Miss Berta 
Blankmeyer, Miss 

Gonzales, Miss Lilia 

Hernandez, Miss Concepcion 
Hesse, Miss Ella 

Rivas, Miss Margarita 

Sowell, Miss Augusta 

Sowell, Miss Frances 
Williamson, Mrs. Virginia Hardy 


CITY MISSIONS 
(In Texas) 


Rodriguez, Rev. E. S., Dallas 
Presbyterian Mexican Mission 
Walls, Rev. & Mrs. G. A., Fort Worth 
Presbyterian Mexican Center 


CHINESE MISSION 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Garrison, Miss Lois 
23 S. Roman Street 


CZECHO-SLOVAK WORK 
Prince George, Virginia 
Makovsky, Rev. and Mrs. Adolph 


FRENCH WORK 
(In Louisiana) 


Blackburn, Rev. J. Nelson, Houma 
Danis, Rev. Pierre, Jeanerette 
Ford, Rev. & Mrs. E. A., Thibodaux 


HUNGARIAN WORK 
Hammond, Louisiana 
Bartus, Rev. & Mrs. Alexander 


ITALIAN WORK 
Italian Institute & Central Chapel 


Bisceglia, Rev. and Mrs. J. B. 
Fazio, Mr. Chas. 8. 
LaMountain, Mrs. H. 

osa, Miss Lena 
Lovely, Mrs. Wm. C. 
Tamborello, Mrs. L. 


Italian Work, New Orieans, La. 
Russo, Mrs. C. 


Valdese Church, Galveston, Texas 


d’Albergo, Rev. Arturo 
1311 Avenue G 


JEWISH WORK 
Emmanuel Neighborhood House 
Baltimore, Md. 
Kligerman, Rev. Aaron Judah 
2102 E. Baltimore Street 


LATIN WORK 
Ybor City Presbyterian Mission 
Tampa, Florida 


Passiglia, o. and Mrs. Walter B. 
51—11th Avenue 
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Mountain Work 


Guerrant Presbytery 
(In Kentucky) ‘ 
Blain, Rev. and Mrs. C. R x 
Cock kerham, Rev. aed fe 
Garrett, Miss Blanche, *< om * 
Jackson, Rev. and Mrs. W. H H., Jackso 
- er, Mr. and Mrs. T. J., Etkaian 
udduth, Rev. and Mrs. J 
"Whiteaba 


Turner, Mrs. Seldon H., Canoe 
Van Atta, Miss Velma M. , Juan 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 
Abingdon Presbytery . 
(In Virginia) re 
Buchanan, Rev. G. Sexton, Rose Hi ; 
Carson, Mrs. R. D., Maxie ' A 
Daniels, Miss Ruth, Vansant ‘ 
Guthrie, Miss Kate, Dublin 
Hanna, Rev. C. M., Grundy 
Martin, Mrs. aes 8., Vogels City 
Mowbray, nog Haysi 
Newton, Rev. M ., Bland 
Nickell, Rev. D4 3 . Max Meadows 
— Rev. O " Gate City 
Rowe, Rev. J We Rent Retreat 
, Rev. Chay i Virginia City 
Shillinglaw, Miss Ruth, Hurl 
Smith, Rev. J. M., Big ‘Stone Gap 


Asheville Presbytery 
(In North Carolina) 
*Bedinger, Rev. R. D., Asheville 
Box 1926 
DuPree, Rev. R. B., Highlands 
Flanagan, Rev. J. A., Franklin 
Nelson, Rev. E. L., Barnardsville 
Paisley, Rev. H. L., Murphy 


Holston Presbytery 
(In North Carolina) 
Camp, Rev. E. F., Newland 
Clapp, Rev. T. W., Plumtree 
Davison, Miss Zeta C., Honeyereek 
Keys, Rev. W. 1S Blowing Rock 
Murray, Rev. M. J., Banner Elk 
Newton, Miss Osma, Toledo 
Rhea, Rev. John I., Boone 
Wilson, Rev. W. Ernest Paint Gap 
Young, Rev. John W , Buladean 
Young, Mr. Troy, Bakersville 
(In Tennessee) 
Abrams, Miss Lang. oo a 
Andrews, Miss M mi 
Boyd, Rev. J. of luff rs 
Brown, Rev. C Greeneville 
Gray, Mr. J. ) a Le Mountain 
Martin, Rev. John, Bristol 
Maryland Avenue et 
*Yelton, Rev. ., 8., Stony Point 
Young, Rev. W. ., Whitesburg 


Knoxville Presbytery 
tr Tennessee) 
Barr, Rev. L. L Sa 
Duniap, Rev. J. W ., LaFollette 
Foster, Rev. W. G., "Chattanooga 
716 Lewis oe j 
Franklin, Rev. C. McCoy, Madison 
Hixson, Rev. J. E. Soddy 
Hollenhead, Rev. G. M., Tellico? 
*Larson, Rev. B. M., Knoxville 
2131 E. Magnolia Ave. 
Meeks, Rev. B. A., Chattanooga 
5 Brookhaven Road 
Vass, a L. C., Chattanooga 
4411 Tennessee Avenue 
Wolfe, Rev. S. M., Farner 
(In Kentucky) 


Bley, Miss Effie, Pineville 
Davis, Miss Frances, Pineville 
Stevenson, Rev. F. D., Corbin 


MOUNTAIN SCHOOLS 
Highland Institution 
















Guerrant, Ky. es 
tJackson, Mr. York M. ia 
Bailey, Mrs. Rebecca le j 





